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1. 

 

RUSSIAN REVOLUTION / EXTRAORDINARY VOYAGE ARCHIVE: 

 

An amazing archive concerning Yugoslav soldiers who fought their way across Siberia during the Russian 

Revolution, in order to find their way to Vladivostok and, from there, home, sailing aboard the ship ‘Himalaya’; 

including two series of incredibly rare mimeographed magazines (12 issues) and a large custom-made map of 

Eurasia depicting their route, all mimeographed aboard the ship; plus a collection of 16 original photographs 

of their experiences in Russia.  

 

This is a spectacular archive of original artefacts from what was one of the most fascinating and bizarre military 

adventures of the 20th Century.  During the Russian Revolution, a contingent of Yugoslavs, who (after a long story) 

had found themselves as part of the White Russian Army, decided that they had to quit Russia.   Along with the 

famous Czechoslovak Legion, they commandeered an armoured train and fought their way across Siberia to the 

Pacific port of Vladivostok, arriving in the summer of 1920.  There, the beleaguered Yugoslavs met a American 

spy, Chester Bixby, who arranged for them to take passage home to Dubrovnik aboard the ship Himalaya.   

 

On board the ship, Bixby supplied the Yugoslavs with a mimeograph printing press.  From August 2 to August 26, 

1920, the Yugoslavs printed two series of newspapers, Хималаја [Himalaja], Jugoslovanski romar.  The 

magazines, all printed aboard ship, are full of candid humour, stories of their incredible experiences, and travel 

writing concerning the exotic locales they visited on their way home, including Shanghai, Hong Kong, Singapore, 

Colombo and Aden.  Additionally, when the Himalaya was sailing off of Hong Kong, the Yugoslavs published a 

large map of Eurasia, on which they plotted their route across Russia, and the tracks of their sea voyage from 

Vladivostok to Dubrovnik.   

 

Importantly, the magazines and the map are incredibly rare – we cannot trace the locations of any examples in any 

institution or collection, not can we find any sales records.  These ephemeral, mimeographed works are only 

refereed in passing by a couple of contemporary publications.  

 

Additionally, the archive features a collection sixteen original photographs concerning the Yugoslavs’ experience 

in Russia, including portraits of the soldiers, as well as images of fascinating subjects, such as of the armoured 

train that carried them to liberty.   

 



Historical Context: Yugoslavs a Long Way from Home 

 

Our story begins midway through World War I (1914-8), when the Austro-Hungarian Army was engaged in a 

brutal conflict against Tsarist Russia, on what was known as the Eastern Front.  The Austro-Hungarian army was 

composed of soldiers from a variety of ethnic backgrounds, reflecting the demographic composition of the empire 

itself.  Many of these troops were conscripts, who were fighting not because they believed in the empire, but 

because they had no choice.   

 

A small percentage of the Austro-Hungarian solders, from non-Germanic or non-Hungarian nationalities came to 

switch sides.  These included ethnic Poles, Romanians, Czechs, Slovaks, and Yugoslavians.  While the Checks, 

Slovaks and Yugoslavians had long demanded some form of political autonomy within the Austro-Hungarian 

Empire, Vienna had staunchly resisted making any concessions in this regard, such that affecting the dissolution of 

the empire was seen as the only way for these nations to achieve their freedom. 

 

The Russians actively recruited disaffected Austro-Hungarian solders, both willing deserters Austro-Hungarian 

POWs held in Russia, to join the Russian Imperial Army on the understanding that this would hasten the demise 

the Austro-Hungarian Empire, so securing the independence of their respective homelands.   

 

The Czechs and Slovaks were by far the most numerous of the recruits, forming the legendary Czechoslovak 

Legion (Československá legie).  Smaller numbers of other nationalities likewise joined the Russian side, including 

about 2,000 Yugoslavs.  

 

The only problem was that while Austria-Hungary was losing the war, the Russian Revolution of October [actually 

November, New Style] 1917 changed everything.  While some of the foreign fighters joined the Bolsheviks, many 

of them abhorred Communism and decided to support the White (pro-Tsarist) Russian Army, in what had become 

a Russian Civil War.  As Vladimir Lenin took Russia out of World War I, the foreign troops found that their 

immediate priority was survival in a vast and unfamiliar warzone, such that their national aspirations had to take a 

back seat.  

 

Many of the foreign fighters, including the Czechoslovak Legion, decided to leave Russia, by fighting their way 

across Siberia to Vladivostok, the Pacific port controlled by the White Russians, with the backing of Western and 

Japanese powers.  Indeed, during the Siberian Intervention (August 1918 – July 1920) the city was under the 

control of the U.S. Army.   

 

Once in Vladivostok it was thought that it would be relatively easy for the Yugoslavs to gain sea passage home.  In 

late 1918, the Czechoslovak Legion, backed up by the Yugoslav fighters, commandeered the Lenin (formerly the 

Orlik), a legendary armoured train, which they renamed the Zaamurets.  With the aid of the train they fought their 

way for almost 18 months across Siberia, in what was one of the most bizarre and dangerous military spectacles of 

all time.  The party was captured, but escaped from the Red Army and, for a time, they even managed to take over 

the city of Nizhneudinsk, northwest of Irkutsk.  After what was an unimaginable experience, in the early summer 

of 1920, the Zaamurets, carrying the Czechs, Yugoslavs and others, arrived in Vladivostok.   

 

While the U.S. Army was then in the process of leaving Vladivostok, the city was still safely in White hands, while 

innumerable Western and Japanese spies stalked its streets and bars.  The Czechoslovaks soon managed to gain 

passage aboard ships to Europe.  However, the Yugoslavs were, for a time, stranded.  Without much money or 

connections their prospects looked bleak.  They had no option of remaining in Vladivostok indefinitely, as the Red 

Army was slowly advancing eastwards towards the Pacific.  Given the ferocity of the conflict in Siberia, the 

Yugoslavs knew that if they encountered the Bolsheviks, they would be given no quarter.   

 

On June 26, 1920, most of the Yugoslavs managed to leave Vladivostok, bound for Dubrovnik, aboard the 

Kildonan Castle.  However, a smaller contingent of Yugoslavs still remained in the city.  They were becoming 

uneasy, as passage on ships was becoming harder to arrange due to a flood of White refugees. 

 

Then a white knight revealed himself.  He came in the form of Chester Bixby, an American spy and somewhat 

shady entrepreneur, who had joined the Czechoslovak-Yugoslav party in Tomsk, Siberia, travelling with them 

aboard the Zaamurets to Vladivostok.  Affectionately referred to by the grateful Yugoslavs as ‘Uncle Bixby’, for 

reasons unknown to them, Bixby seemed delighted to volunteer assistance.  He arranged for the Yugoslavs to be 

given passage home and even gave them spending money and supplies.  The only thing he asked for in return is to 

be able to accompany them on the journey and for them to buy from him, with some of their pocket money 

(supposedly from U.S. government funds), photos and souvenirs (i.e. kick-backs!). 

 

The Yugoslavs, Uncle Bixby and Ivan Zaikin, a Russian wrestler known as the “The Volga Giant”, left 

Vladivostok aboard the ship Himalaya on August 2, 1920.   

 

Once aboard ship, Uncle Bixby gave the Yugoslavs a mimeograph printing press, so as to preoccupy them on what 

was to be a forty-day voyage Dubrovnik.  This led to the publication of the magazines Хималаја [Himalaja] and  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jugoslovanski romar, as well as a large custom-made map of Eurasia, depicting the Yugoslavs’ route across 

Russia, and then home by sea.  These publications were printed under the name that the Yugoslav editors gave 

themselves, Kult. Prosv. Odbor O. S. H. S. [Cultural Enlightening Commission of the Division of Serbs-Croats-

Slovenians].  

 

The Archive includes 5 Parts: 

  

PART I. 

KULT. PROSV. ODBOR O. S. H. S. [Cultural Enlightening Commission of the Division of Serbs-Croats-

Slovenians].  

9 (of 10) issues of Хималаја [Himalaja] magazine: Nos. 1-6, 8-10 (missing no. 7).  

Printed aboard the ship Himalaya, Pacific & Indian Oceans, August 2 – August 26, 1920.  

Each [1], nos. 1, 3 in 4 printed recto only, others printed on both sides, each sheet measuring 47 x 30 cm (Very 

Good, soft folds with tiny holes at vertices, no. 1 slightly age toned). 

 

PART 2: 

KULT. PROSV. ODBOR O. S. H. S. [Cultural Enlightening Commission of the Division of Serbs-Croats-

Slovenians].  

3 issues (Complete series) of Jugoslovanski romar [Yugoslavian Pilgrim] magazine, Nos. 1-3.  

Printed aboard the ship Himalaya, Pacific & Indian Oceans, August 7, 12, 18, 1920.  

Each [1], no. 1 printed recto only, others printed from both sides, each sheet measuring 47 x 30 cm (Very Good, 

soft folds with tiny holes at vertices). 

 

PART 3: 

KULT. PROSV. ODBOR O. S. H. S. [Cultural Enlightening Commission of the Division of Serbs-Croats-

Slovenians].  

Pot po morju iz Vladivostoka do Dubrovnika. [Sea Route from Vladivostok to Dubrovnik].  

Printed on the ship Himalaya (off of Hong Kong), August 8, 1920. 

Map of Eurasia depicting the Travel Route of Yugoslav Soldiers. Mimeograph, printed on two un-joined sheets, 

with contemporary annotations in pencil, each sheet measuring 47 x 30 cm / 18.5 x 12 inches (Very Good, soft 

folds). 

 

PART 4: 

Collection of 16 Original Photographs, [Russia], Winter-Summer 1920. 

10 black and white photographs, 9 photographs: 7.6 x 10.2 cm, 1 photograph: 6 x 10.2 cm (Very Good, some 

images with smaller staining in impressions), accompanied by a Manuscript index on paper, 10.2 x 8.2 cm (Very 

Good, soft horizontal fold). 

6 black and white photographs, each 4.5 x 6.7 cm (Very Good). 

All housed within a contemporary envelope with printed title (Slightly stained, tiny tears in margins). 

 

PART 5: 

Jakob Grčar, Preko morij v domovino [Over the Seas to the Homeland]. 

Celje, Slovenia: Družba st. Mohorja 1937.  

12°: 64 pp., with photo reproductions within text, original blue wrappers with printed covers and text on the inner 

side, stapled (Very Good, slightly age toned and stained). 

  

THE COMPONENTS OF THE ARCHIVE IN FOCUS 

  

PART 1 - Хималаја [Himalaja] Magazine 
 

Featured here are the only known surviving issues of the Хималаја [Himalaja] broadside magazine, which was 

mimeographed aboard the ship Himalaya between August 2 and 26, 1920.  Present are 9 of the 10 issues (lacking 

no. 7) of the magazine.  A member of the Yugoslav party, Jakob Grčar, confirms in his memoirs that the print run 

of Хималаја [Himalaja] was limited to ten issues.  All of the titles of the issues are printed in Serbian Cyrillic; 

while the date is always printed in Croatian; and most (although not all) of the articles are in Slovenian.  

Importantly, the languages are mutually intelligible to most Yugoslav readers. 

 

It is critical to note that the date of publication on the each issue is often not the actual date that the broadside 

rolled off of the press.  The issue dates usually concern the day on which the first articles were written; it usually 

took another day or two for the writers to fill the last page with articles.  Only then was the magazine printed 

(saving on paper).  That is why the issues tended to be printed two days after the stated date.  

 

Concerning both of the magazines, Himalaja and Jugoslovanski romar, the paper on which the issues were printed 

was quite scarce, and was often donated by passengers.  All efforts were made not to waste paper.  None of the 

issues of either magazine were given out gratis; a small fee was charged for each issue.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Issues: 

 

No. 1, August 2, 1920 [Ship Himalaya: Off of the port of Vladivostok, Russia]. (Articles in Slovenian). 
 

This maiden issue is written in the Slovenian language, with the exception of the title, which is written in Serbian 

Cyrillic.  It provides a basic introduction to the magazine series and notes how the party left Vladivostok, and 

Russia, for the last time, saying theirs farewells to their White Russian friends and the church.  They hoped that 

Russia would one day return to its old glory, upon ridding itself of the Communists.  It notes that while Uncle 

Bixby had given the Yugoslavs the mimeograph press, the initial batch of paper, as well as some other supplies, 

were given to them by the war mission of the newly established independent state of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats 

and Slovenes (Kraljevina SHS, or Yugoslavia).  As the first issue was totally dominated by articles in Slovenian, 

the editor called out for articles in Serbian and Croatian for future issues.  The magazine promised to report news 

sourced from the ship’s radio room; provide articles on social life on the Himalaya; as well as articles on the 

various ports of call. 

  

No. 2, August 5, 1920 [Ship Himalaya: Korea Strait]. (Mostly Slovenian, but with one article in Serbian 

Cyrillic). 

 

This entertaining issue focuses on the organization of social and cultural life on board the ship.  This includes the 

establishment of music clubs (in the boiler room); a Slavic library, which was opened twice per day for borrowing 

books; English classes; musical soirees with both Slavic and English songs; and a cinema show in the evening, 

screening the Fire of Love.  It notes that Uncle Bixby gave the Yugoslavs some board games, which could be 

borrowed at the same time as the books from the library.  One gains the impression that life aboard the Himalaya 

was remarkably civilized and pleasant, in sharp contrast to the bloody fight across Siberia.  The issue concludes 

with the party admiring the view of some Japanese islands. 

  

No. 3, August 7, 1920 [Ship Himalaya: East China Sea, between Shanghai and Hong Kong] (Articles in 

Slovenian). 

 

This issue gives an account of the history of the ship Himalaya.  It notes the distance already travelled on the sea 

voyage and notes how the ship just barely dodged a hurricane, joking that maybe the storm “got scared of fearless 

Jugovičs”.  It goes on to offer a daily report on the on-board cultural activities. 

  



No. 4, August 8, 1920 [Ship Himalaya: Hong Kong, or off the Coast of Hong Kong] (Articles in Croatian). 

 

This issue gives an engaging full-page report on Hong Kong and Macao, in the Croatian language.  Apparently, 

this stop proved to be a highlight for the Yugoslavs. 

  

No. 5, August 11, 1920 [Ship Himalaya: South China Sea, between Hong Kong and Singapore] (Articles in 

Slovenian, Serbian and Croatian). 

 

This issue commences with the admission that there had been a number of complaints about the fact that most of 

the articles thus far had been printed in Slovenian, even though Slovenes accounted for a minority of the Yugoslav 

party on the Himalaya.  The editor repeats his call for Serbs and Croatians to turn in more articles.  A limitation in 

acquiring copy was that many of the passengers were half-illiterate, while many had also forgotten how to properly 

write in their own language, after spending six years in Russia. 

  
Taking a serious tack, the issue features a lengthy article in Croatian on the dangers of Communism.  It notes how 

the Bolsheviks were then preparing to attack Poland and how this was a danger to Western countries.  On a lighter 

note, the issue concludes with news of the voyage, on-board cultural activities, a report on Uncle Bixby, and a 

poem in Serbian. 

  

No, 6, August 14, 1920 [Ship Himalaya: Singapore, or off of the coast of Singapore] (Articles in Slovenian). 

 

This issue features a full-page article on Singapore, presenting a fascinating impression of the main British city in 

Southeast Asia.  It also includes an article on the climatic zones of the world, illustrated by a sketch of the globe.  

Also featured, is a concert programme, information on organizing a dance party, as well as matters to do with the 

library.  

  

No. 8, August 20, 1920  [Ship Himalaya: Off of the coast of Colombo, Ceylon] (Articles in Slovenian). 
 

This issue features a curious article on Colombo, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), as well as an advertisement for the map of 

Eurasia featuring the route of the Yugoslav’s travels, printed aboard the Himalaya, Pot po morju iz Vladivostoka 

do Dubrovnika. [Sea Route from Vladivostok to Dubrovnik].  

 

No. 9, August 23, 1920 [Ship Himalaya: Arabian Sea] (Articles in Slovenian and Croatian). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This issue features a full-page article giving further information about the ship Himalaya.  The author 

entertainingly records his visit to the engine room, while other writers supply vignettes regarding other aspects of 

the ship.  It notes that the Himalaya was built in 1893, and provides statistical information on its size, as well as 

technical details regarding its engine.  On a heavier note, also included, is an article in Croatian on the 

contemporary state of Russian-Polish relations. 

  

No. 10, August 26, 1920 [Ship Himalaya: Off of the coast of Aden, Yemen] (Articles in Slovenian). 
  

This final issue of the magazine, written as the Himalaya was approaching Aden, Yemen, features a report on the 

places visited and passed by during their voyage since they left Hong Kong.  There is much curious detail with 

respect to the geography, economy, and cultures of various nations.  The issue concludes with an interesting article 

on Aden.  

  

PART 2 - Jugoslovanski Romar [Yugoslavian Pilgrim] Magazine. 

 

Present here is the complete run of 3 issues of Jugoslovanski Romar [Yugoslavian Pilgrim] magazine, which was 

mimeographed aboard the Himalaya, between August 7 and 18, 1920.  This magazine is remarkably different in 

both its tone and content from Хималаја [Himalaja], in that its focus is purely on humour and amusement, as 

opposed to the more serious nature of its sister publication.  In fact, it is fair to say that Jugoslovanski Romar can 

be downright silly, and here lies its value as an authentic and unvarnished insight into the sense of humour enjoyed 

by men who had experienced such dramatic lives.  

 

The run of Jugoslovanski Romar is complete at three issues, as confirmed by a member of the Yugoslav party, 

Jakob Grčar.  Grčar noted that the passengers intended to produce a fourth issue of Jugoslovanski Romar on 

August 24, but that this was rendered impossible due the extreme heat of the weather encoutered while 

approaching Aden, as the paper immediately came to melt into the press.  

  

No. 1: August 7, 1920. [Ship Himalaya: East China Sea, between Shanghai and Hong Kong] (Articles in 

Slovenian). 
 

This maiden issue features an introduction, some jokes, as well as an article about why Koreans wear small hats.  

The magazine bills itself as the best cure against seasickness, which was apparently a major problem for those who 

had just spent six years in the interior of Russia. 



  

No. 2: August 12, 1920. [Ship Himalaya: South China Sea, between Hong Kong and Singapore] (Articles in 

Slovenian, with some elements in Serbian Cyrillic). 

 

On the recto is a full-page article on Ginseng, including its medical uses, legends, and its critical role in Chinese 

medicine.  The verso features short jokes, mostly about life on-board and some of the passengers.  It is curious that 

the humour has not aged well, as the jokes are really old fashioned, and not especially funny to today’s audience.  

  

No. 3: August 18, 1920. [Ship Himalaya: Bay of Bengal, between Singapore and Colombo, Ceylon] (Articles 

in Slovenian, with some elements in Croatian). 

 

This issue of the magazine makes a joke about the most noticeable passenger on the ship: the Russian circus 

performer, wrestler and athlete, Ivan Zaikin, “The Volga Giant”.  In 1920, Zaikin emigrated from Russia on the 

Himalaya.  Subsequently, he gained considerable fame as an entertainer, performing in Japan, France, Italy, and 

the USA, where he was pronounced the strongest man on Earth.  He eventually settled in Romania, where he got 

married and stopped preforming, establishing his own gym.  

 

The magazine’s writers joke that the previous two issues of Jugoslovanski Romar are considered to be so bad, that 

the readers wanted to physically attack ‘us journalists’, such that the writers had to hide in the ship’s chapel for a 

couple of days.  Given that, they hereby announce that they have appointed Zaikin to be the magazine’s new 

editor, under the assumption that he is too big to beat up!  Zaikin’s appointment is even celebrated with a custom-

composed song.  This joke was made all the more hilarious, as Zaikin, whose name is signed here as the editor, 

was known to be completely illiterate!   

  

The issue continues with amusing accounts of life on-board, including an account of a family of apes that the 

Yugoslavs had invited to travel with them, as well as an account of the parrots that had flow aboard.  Also 

mentioned are a chess competition and a ball.  The issue concludes with a humorous anti-Communist article that 

supposed everyone on-board to be an ape, with some of the apes having been baptised, while others have not; 

while some people are mentioned as parrots.    

  

PART 3 – The Yugoslavs’ Itinerary Map of Eurasia 

  

Present here is the fantastic original map of Eurasia, Pot po morju iz Vladivostoka do Dubrovnika [Sea Route from 

Vladivostok to Dubrovnik] that was printed aboard the Himalaya while it was sailing off of Hong Kong, on August 

8, 1920.  The beautifully designed, and surprisingly large, map features the entire itinerary of the Yugoslav 

soldiers, added in manuscript in pencil, including their progress while fighting their way across Russia, all the way 

from Kiev (Ukraine) to Vladivostok (including some off-route travels to various Siberian cities); plus the route of 

the sea journey home.  The map marks the daily progress of the Himalaya, and reveals that it took 31 days to travel 

from Vladivostok to Aden, and then another and 9 days to sail from Aden to Dubrovnik (through the Suez Canal).  

It notes the Himalaya’s embarkation and stops in Vladivostok, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Saigon, Singapore, 

Colombo and Aden. 

  

PART 4 – Collection of 16 Original Photographs of Experiences in Revolutionary Russia 

  

A fascinating feature of the archive is the collection of sixteen original photographs, depicting the Yugoslav 

soldiers’ experiences in Revolutionary Russia, before they boarded the Himalaya.  

 

The 10 Larger Photographs:  

 

The collection includes a series of ten larger photographs, labelled 4, 5, 7, 13, 15, 19, 20, 22, 29 and 30, 

accompanied by a hand written index in the Croatian language.  The photographs were apparently available for 

sale to members of the Yugoslav party, with the present selection of ten items (supposedly out of a larger available 

set) carrying the total price of ‘40 dinars’ (as noted on the index).  The photographs were quite likely taken, 

developed for and sold by Uncle Bixby, who was known to maintain entrepreneurial sideshows, in addition to his 

espionage activities.  

 

The Photographs are as follows: 

 

4. Engineering department of the 1st Yugoslavian Division 

5. Armoured Train Orlik (ex-Lenin), a.k.a Zaamurets 

7. Bridges on the area of Zamzor (?) (an Ukrainian word “učastak” is used for the area). 

13. A monument to fallen Czechoslovak Legion soldiers in Nizhneudinsk, with a Czech sign. 

15. A View of Nizhneudinsk (The city that was briefly taken over by the Czechoslovak Legion, with the help of 

the Yugoslavs). 

19. Imjenjpo [Manchuria ?] 



 
 

 

20. A group of Chinese people 

22. Rickshaw 

29. War ships in Vladivostok 

30. The ship Kildonan Castle 

  

This series of ten photographs grants a fabulous insight into the travels and experiences of the Yugoslav soldiers as 

they made their way across Eastern Siberia to freedom in Vladivostok, in conjunction with the Czechoslovak 

Legion.  The photographs seem to all date from the winter to July 1920.  The earlier scenes show the frozen 

landscape of Siberia, and the activities of army. 

  

The armoured train depicted on photograph no. 5 is the legendary Zaamurets, also named at various times, BP-

4, Lenin, Train No. 105 and Orlik.  Built in 1916 for the Tsarist army, the Orlik [Little Eagle] was the most famous 

train in Russia, if not all of Europe, during its era.  As shown on the photograph, it was of the most incredible design 

and appearance.   

 

The Red Army commandeered the train, in 1918, during the Russian Civil War, and then used it against the White 

Army.  Late in 1918, the Czechoslovak Legion, together with the leftovers of other White Armies, including the 

Yugoslav contingent, captured it.  It was promptly rebuilt to become an even stronger train.  As the foreign Slavic 

fighters where stranded in the middle of Russia following the Treaty of Versailles, they travelled eastwards in the 

train towards freedom in Vladivostok.  However, this was no normal journey, as it included innumerable stops and 

surprises along the way.  The train and the party were even captured by the Red Army, before making their escape.  

Notably, the passengers found themselves attacking and taking cities, including Nizhneudinsk, which is depicted 

here in the collection.  Amazingly, the train managed to arrive in Vladivostok by the early summer of 1920.  

  

The final two photos in this series depict the port of Vladivostok and the ship Kildonan Castle, which on June 26, 

1920, took the first, and largest, contingent of Yugoslav soldiers numbering 1,400 men, home.  The Himalaya’s 

voyage was the second and last transport of Yugoslavs out of Vladivostok.  

  

The 6 Smaller Photographs  

 

The photographic collection is rounded out by a series of small, but fascinating, unnumbered and unlabelled 

images that seem to focus on the Yugoslavs’ time in Vladivostok.  We can confirm that one of the photos depicts 



Chester “Uncle” Bixby, while another likely depicts 

one of the leaders of the Yugoslav contingent, 

Lieutenant Colonel Misić. 

  

The remaining four photographs depict a teenage 

soldier; while two of the images depict train wagons 

of the Zaamurets.  One of the photographs features a 

Slovenian sign that reads ‘Come to help, brothers! In 

unity there is power!’  It was common for the troops 

to decorate their train cars with inspiring or 

nationalist signs and images. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PART 5 - Jakob Grčar’s Invaluable Memoir 
  

The final component of the archive is the best 

published memoir of the journey of the Yugoslav 

contingent across Siberia, and of their sea voyage 

home, Jakob Grčar’s Preko morij v domovino [Over 

the Seas to the Homeland] (Celje, 1937).  Written by 

a member of the party, it is an engaging read, packed 

with fascinating details of their epic adventures.  It is 

considered to be a peerless source on the subject, 

and it makes several references to the magazines 

Хималаја [Himalaja] and Jugoslovanski Romar.  

Interestingly, the wrappers of he book feature a map 

that was obviously based on the map of Eurasia 

printed aboard the Himalaya. 

 

It is interesting to note that Grčar's memoir was first published in the present edition, in 1937, by a Catholic 

(“White”) press, during a time of rising tensions between the Communist Party of Yugoslavia and the Royalist 

government.  In this sense, the memoir was intended to be a patriotic text honouring those who fought against 

Communism.  

 

 
 

References: [Re: specifically referencing Хималаја [Himalaja] and Jugoslovanski Romar:] Jakob Grčar, Preko 

morij v domovino (Celje, 1937), pp. 16-7, passim. 

 

14.500 EUR 



2. 

 

Joseph Franz KAISER (1786–1859). 

 

CELESTIAL GLOBE: 

 

Künstliche Mechanische Darstellung des Gestirnten Himmels. Durch Zusam(m)ensetzung in einer Kugel 

ähnliche Gestalt zum bequemen Gebrauche die Gestirne kennen zu lernen [Artificial Mechanical Image of the 

Starry Skies…].  

 

Celestial Globe: 6 collapsible celestial globe gores, lithographed on paper in red and black, linked with linen strips, 

attached to both poles with six red woollen strings and leather caps at each end (Very Good, one of the strings 

detached from the globe), Height: 17 cm when flat; Assembled: Ø circa 12.5 cm. 

 

[with accompanying manual] 

 

8° (18.5 x 12 cm): [1, lithographed title], 10 pp., original embossed purple paper hardcover binding with gilt 

decoration, housed within original red card slipcase, with gilt decoration in borders and pastedown printed title 

(Very Good, pamphlet and slipcase with slight shelf-wear).  

 

Graz, Austria: J.F. Kaiser [circa 1825] 

 

An extremely rare and unusually attractive collapsible celestial globe, lithographed in red and black, 

accompanied by its explanatory Biedermeier-style manual, made in Graz, Austria, by the boutique mapmaker 

Josef Franz Kaiser. 

  

This exquisitely produced collapsible celestial globe, lithographed in red and black, was made by the boutique 

Austrian mapmaker Joseph Franz Kaiser (1786–1859) of Graz, who specialised in early lithographs and curiosities, 

most of which, like the globe, are today extremely rare.  The quality of the globe is unusually high, faithful to the 

traditions of Austrian handmade craftsmanship before the onset of the Industrial Revolution.  The accompanying 

manual is likewise a most elegant piece, finely bound, sliding into its own slipcase.  



 

Kaiser’s works were seldom dated, as according to surviving examples and contemporary 

articles, he had the habit of continually correcting and republishing his maps.  The production 

of his celestial globe started in 1824 (Allmayer-Beck, p. 278), when he likewise issued a 

terrestrial globe of the same size, the Künstlicher Mechanischer Erdglobus, also accompanied 

by a manual.  The celestial and terrestrial globes were sold separately and were, most probably, 

like most of the Kaiser’s works, revised over the years, with added new discoveries.  Kaiser 

was still selling editions of the globes as late as 1858, one year prior to his death, when they 

were offered for the price of 36 Kreuzer Each (Grazer Zeitung, no. 54 (1858), p. 232.) 

Kaiser brought both globes, as the only two objects representing his firm, to the Third Austrian 

Industrial Exhibition, in 1845 (Bericht über die dritte allgemeine Österreichische Gewerbe-

Ausstellung in Wien 1845 (Vienna 1846), p. 911; Allgemeine Theaterzeitung, no. 138 (June 

10th, 1845), p. 556). 

The present example of the celestial globe is not dated; however, it is probably an early edition, 

from the 1820s, owing to the elaborate Biedermeier style of the binding and slipcase of the 

accompanying manual, which features delicate gilt bordures, colourful paper and elegant 

fragile lines.  

The manual of the 1840 edition of the terrestrial globe in the Library of Congress is of a later, 

industrial form, without the gilt decoration and colourful endpapers. 

 

 

 

A Note on Rarity 

Although Kaiser was selling his celestial globes for over 30 years, all editions are today 

extremely rare.  We can trace only a single example in institutions worldwide, at the National 

Library of Australia.  Examples of Kaiser’s terrestrial globe can be found at the National 

Library of Australia and the Library of Congress. 

References: National Library of Australia: 6775373.  Janus: revue internationale de l’histoire 

de sciences, de la médecine, de la pharmacie et de la technique, no. 48 (1959), p. 100; Peter E. 

Allmayer-Beck, Modelle der Welt: Erd- und Himmelsgloben (1997), p. 278. 

5.500 EUR 

  



3. 

Frederick John Owen EVANS (1815 - 1885). 

MAGNETIC VARIATION WORLD MAP / THEMATIC CARTOGRAPHY: 

Chart of the Curves of Equal Magnetic Variation, 1858.  By Frederick J. Evans, Master, R.N. Reduced to the 

Epoch from numerous observations made by the Officers of H.M. Navy chiefly between 1850 and 1858; as also 

from various Magnetic Surveys undertaken of the late years by the British and Foreign Governments (The 

observations at sea being corrected from the effects of the Ships iron). 

London: British Admiralty, 1859. 

Lithograph (Very Good, some restoration to blank margins, including a small filled hole, some short closed tears), 

66 x 100 cm (26 x 39 inches). 

Very rare – the first edition of a separately-issued, large format map that is first Isogenic chart issued by the 

British Admiralty, highly influential and considered to be by far the era’s best chart of its kind, compiled by 

Frederick Evans, the future Hydrographer of the Royal Navy. 

This very rare masterpiece of thematic cartography is the first isogenic chart ever published by the British 

Admiralty.   It is also by far and away the most sophisticated and accurate World map to focus on magnetic 

variation to have been published to date.  It was composed by Master Frederick J. Evans, a Royal Navy Officer and 

globally-experienced hydrographer, who had the benefit of accessing innumerable high quality data readings from 

ships and terrestrial locations across the World.  The isogenic lines demarcated on the map are carefully calculated 

to account for annual changes in magnetic variation, as well as the incidence of magnetic deviation (the attraction 

of the compass needle to nearby metallic objects). 

The map shows the entire World with the most geographically up-to-date accuracy on a Mercator Projection.  

Traversing the entire space of the globe are isogenic lines showing the curves, with marked degrees of magnetic  

 



variation at all points.  This information is highly accurate and sufficient to aid practical navigation in any part of 

the world as it stood in the year 1858.   

Throughout the World, compasses are attracted to the Magnetic Pole (as opposed to the true North Pole), the 

locations of which moves slightly every year.  The Magnetic Pole was then (and is still) located in Canada’s Arctic 

Archipelago.  Consequently magnetic variation changes every year, thus the lines present on this map, while 

correct for 1858, would become progressively inaccurate as time moved on.  Consequently, in the lower left corner 

of the present composition, Evans provides an ‘Index Chart, Shewing the approximate Annual change for the 

Magnetic Variation for the Epoch 1858.’, which depicts the annual change in magnetic variation along each of the 

major lines.  Naturally, the degree of annual change near the Magnetic Pole is very high, yet far from the pole very 

low (ex. In Labrador it is 12%!, while in East Asia it is close to Zero).   

The present example of the chart is of the first edition, showing information accurate as of 1858, and published at 

the beginning of 1859.  Subsequent editions were issued, updating the isogenic lines, in 1863, 1865, 1867 and 

1871.  The chart was highly regarded worldwide by both mariners and scientists and its success was one of the 

factors that led to Evans’ appointment as the Hydrographer to the Royal Navy in 1874. 

Frederick Evans: Surveyor of the Seas and Magnetic Variation 

Frederick John Owen Evans (1815 - 1885) was an extremely important figure in the world of nautical sciences 

during the mid-19th Century.  He was born into a naval family and joined the service at the age of 13, in 1828.  

From 1833 to 1836, he assisted in the surveys of the coasts of Central America, Guyana and the Bahamas, under 

the direction of Captain Richard Owen.  In 1841, Evans was promoted to Master and chief navigator on a mission 

to survey Australia’s Coral Sea and the Great Barrier Reef, considered to be amongst the world’s most difficult 

charting assignments.   

Subsequently, after a brief time stationed on the Isle of Man, Evans was dispatched to New Zealand to survey 

challenging aspect of its coastlines.  In 1854, during the Crimean War, Evans won plaudits for successfully 

piloting Sir Charles Napier’s fleet through the labyrinth of Finland’s Åland Islands.  Evans later retuned ‘Down 

Under’ to complete a survey of Tasmania.  His final field assignment, in 1868, was a surveying mission in the 

Mid-Atlantic Ocean. 

Evans developed a global reputation as a stellar surveyor and navigator, which led, in 1874, to his appointment as 

the Hydrographer to the Royal Navy.  He served in that capacity with distinction for a decade, until his retirement.  

Beyond his magnificent magnetic variation chart, Evans’ best known works concern Australia, including: 

Australia. Coral Sea and Great Barrier Reefs Showing the Inner and Outer routes to Torres Strait (1860); 

Tasmania formerly Van Diemen Land (1860); Australia and Its Adjacent Islands Between Its Northern Coast And 

The Equator (1863); and Australia Southern Portion (1863).  

 

A Note on Rarity 

 

The present chart is very rare, in all of its editions.  We can trace only 3 institutional examples of the present 1859 

(first) edition (British Library; National Maritime Museum; and Huntington Library); while we are aware of only a 

single auction record for another example of the same edition from the last generation.   

 

References: British Library: Cartographic Items Maps 11.a.41.; National Maritime Museum (Greenwich): 

G201:1/4(1); Huntington Library (San Marino, Cal.): 623602. Gustav Hellmann, Magnetische Kartographie in 

historisch-kritischer Darstellung (Berlin, 1909), p. 37; Francis Ronalds, ed. by Alfred J. Frost, Catalogue of Books 

and Papers Relating to Electricity, Magnetism, the Electric Telegraph, Etc. (1880, reissued 2013), p. 164; The 

Nautical Magazine and Naval Chronicle for 1865, p. 70.  

 

1.300 EUR 

 

 

  



4. 

 

Giovanni Gaspare BALDOINO (Jean-Gaspard BAUDOIN, c. 1590 - 1669).  

SWITZERLAND: 

[Untitled Map of Switzerland]. 

Milan: Petrus Slella, 1622. 

Copper engraving and etching with original outline colour (Very Good, lovely original colour, slightly stained, tiny 

holes in the left blank margin), 46 x 59 cm (18 x 23.5 inches)  

An extremely rare separately issued map of Switzerland, a private production by the artist and military engineer 

Giovanni Gaspare Baldoino (Jean-Gaspard Baudoin), printed in Milan, in 1622, in order to support the cause 

of the Catholic Church in Switzerland. 

This extremely rare and uncommonly attractive separately issued map of Switzerland with was published in Milan, 

in 1622.  Executed in a crudely charming Mannerist-Baroque style, it is embellished with excellent original outline 

colour, and is geographically predicated on the late 16th century map of Switzerland by Gerhard Mercator. 

While the map is signed by the author, ‘Gaspar Baldouino’, and the engraver, ‘Paulus Slella’, the lengthy 

dedication in the cartouche, upper right, is addressed to an unnamed person, and the circumstances of the map’s 

production remain somewhat enigmatic.  

While the dedicatee is anonymous, the text mentions that he is a very strong, religious man in the service of the 

Catholic Church.  We are reasonably confident that the dedicatee is in fact the Cardinal and Archbishop of Milan, 

Federico Borromeo (1564 – 1631), who was then heavily engaged in designs to promote the Catholic Church in 

Switzerland.  

Gaspar Baldouino, who in the dedicatory cartouche, names himself as military engineer in Milan, is almost 

certainly Giovanni Gaspare Baldoino, also known, in French, as Jean-Gaspard Baudoin (c. 1590-1669), a military 



engineer and artist active from around 1622 onwards.  

The present map seems to be one of his earliest works, 

and the only one known to have been made in Milan.  In 

the 1640s, Balduino is recorded as being based in Turin, 

in the service of Maurice of Savoy (1593 –1657).  He 

subsequently worked in Nice as a painter, designer and 

draftsman.  As an engineer, he designed and restored 

several parts of that city’s fortifications and walls.  Many 

of Balduino’s paintings, drawings and maps of Nice still 

survive to this day, of which the best known is perhaps 

his bird’s eye view of the city from the Theatrum 

Sabaudiae (1661).  Balduino is also signed as the 

draftsman of engraved images, such as the frontispiece to 

works by Carlo Amedeo and Ottavio Valentino Provana 

(1644)  

Unfortunately we do not know much about the engraver 

‘Paulus Slella’, who in the cartouche names himself a 

German painter.  We can only assume, the name was 

probably misspelled from ‘Stella’, an Italian translation 

from a German word and family name Stern (Star), so 

being Paul Stern from Germany. 

A Note on Rarity & Production 

The map is very rare.  We can only trace a single example 

in institutions worldwide (University Library Bern, 

http://www.e-

rara.ch/bau_1/misc/content/titleinfo/4306418). The 

appearance of the Bern example seems to be a little less 

crude than the present example, as the impression shows 

fewer spots of damage to the plate in its lower part.  Another example of the map was sold at a German auction in 

2010.  

The present work seems to have been a boutique, privately produced project, owing to the fact that very few 

examples were produced and that Balduino and Stellla were not professional mapmakers.  The relatively large 

plate was obviously damaged midway through the print run, probably due to the inexperience of the printer.  The 

crudeness of the engraving and the resplendent original colour gives the map a special place in the history of 

cartography, within a largely un-researched field of private printing during the early 17th Century.  

References: Universitätsbibliothek Basel, VB A2:1:16.  Cf. Margaret M. McGowan, Deux fêtes en Savoie en 1644 

et 1645 (1972); Martha D. Pollak, Turin 1564-1680: Urban Design, Military Culture, p. 337; Franchino Giudicetti, 

‘Die italienischen Nachzeichungen der Schweizer Karte des Aegidius Tschudi, 1555-1598’, Cartographica 

Helvetica, 1993: http://www.nicerendezvous.com/jean-gaspard-baudoin.html 

2.500 EUR 

 

 

  

http://www.e-rara.ch/bau_1/misc/content/titleinfo/4306418
http://www.e-rara.ch/bau_1/misc/content/titleinfo/4306418
http://www.nicerendezvous.com/jean-gaspard-baudoin.html


5. 

 

James A. C. WILLIS (fl. 1848 - 1896). 

 

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA: 

 

Map of Port Jackson and City of Sydney, shewing the Adjacent Municipalities. N.S.W. 1867. 

 

Sydney: Compiled and published by James A. C. Willis, 309 Upper Dowling Street Darlinghurst. Entered at 

Stationers Hall, 1867. 

 

Lithograph with full original hand colour, dissected into 20 sections and mounted upon original linen, folding into 

original chestnut cloth covers with short tile in gilt to front cover, printed ‘Opinions of the Press’ and description 

of the map pasted within covers, ‘Ingleton Collection’ stamp and catalogue number to linen on verso of map 

(Good, very mild toning and staining to map, covers with mild edge-wear), 67.5 x 56.5 cm (26.5 x 22 inches).  

 

James Willis’s very rare map of Sydney, providing a superbly detailed and accurate record of the city and its 

environs as they appeared during the 1860s, published in Sydney – an extraordinary example with resplendent 

original colour  - from the collection of Geoffrey C. Ingleton. 

 

This exquisite and very rare work is one of the finest maps of Sydney and its environs of its era, being masterpiece 

of Australian lithography and cartographic design.  It was drafted James A.  C. Willis, an important crown 

surveyor, who was also a respected topographical artist.  Willis compiled the map from his own surveys sand those 

of his colleagues at the New South Wales Surveyor General’s Office.  The map embraces the entire vicinity of 

Sydney in all directions, extending as far north as Curl Curl, as far south as the northern reaches of Botany Bay, 

and as far west as Ashfield.  The coverage is highly detailed for its scale, demarcating the coastlines with 

trigonometric accuracy, labelling all major streets and important buildings, as well as naming all neighbourhoods 

and land reserves.   

 

The City of Sydney proper is shown to occupy only what is today considered to be the downtown core, here 

coloured in a brilliant reddish-pink hue, while the suburbs mainly extend to the south, while the semi-urbanized  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

areas (now long since annexed to Sydney) are shown to be isolated villages.  The seas and 

major waterways, notably all of Port Jackson, are here bathed in a pale blue wash, and feature 

copious nautical information, including bathymetric soundings and the labelling of hazards.  

Parks, government reserves and forests are coloured in a bright green hue.  

 

Major buildings labelled in the city proper include: Government House, Customs House, 

Exchange, St. Andrew’s Cathedral, St. Mary’s Cathedral, Fort Phillip, the Land & Surveyor 

General’s Office, Prince of Wales Theatre, Royal Hotel, N.S.W. Bank, General Post Office, 

The Markets and the Australian Museum, amongst many others.  The parkland of the Inner 

and Outer Domains are featured, including the Botanical Gardens.  Sydney Common is 

shown to be largely undeveloped, beside the military Barracks, featuring the Military Cricket 

Ground and Rifle Range.  Just a little further to the south is the Randwick Race course.  To 

the southwest of the city proper is the ‘University Reserve’ that shows the University of 

Sydney (founded 1850) to still be confined to only a single major building.  While the beach 

at Bondi Bay is evident, the area seems to be somewhat remote and undeveloped.   The North 

Shore is depicted to still be almost entirely rural, save for the urbanization of St. Leonard’s.   

The Great Southern & Western Railway is shown to run to west and southwest towards 

Bathurst and Melbourne.  

 

As the description / advertisement for the map within the front cover states: 

 

“This map will be found invaluable as a Guide to Strangers and Tourists, while to men of 

business it will form a useful companion to the Sydney Directory; to Yachtsmen also, and 

Amateur Boat and Fishermen, as likewise t the Public in general it will, it is trusted, prove 

attractive.” 

 

The present example represents the second state (of seven states) of Willis’s map of Sydney 

and environs.  The first state of the map was issued in 1865, stated as ‘Printed on Stone by J. 

Sharkey’ and ‘Engraved by G.W. Sharp, Newtown’, but omits any attribution to Willis as the 

cartographer.  The present second edition was published by Willis, who employed the 

original stone, but with the addition of a few new details, such as ferry routes.  Five further 

editions were published from the same original stone, in 1868, 1875, 1882, 1883, 1885, with 

the latter four editions bearing the imprint of the firm of S.T. Leigh & Co., with whom Willis 

maintained close connections.  This particular example of the map features especially fine 

colouring that is much richer than generally found on surviving examples of the Willis map 

series.  

 

 

James A.C. Willis: Australian Surveyor & Topographical Artist 

 

James A C. Willis (fl. 1848 – 1896) was an important surveyor in New South Wales during 

second half of the 19th Century, as well as an accomplished and popular topographical artist.  

While we know that Willis originally hailed from Exeter, Devon, nothing is known of his 

early life.  He is thought to have arrived in Sydney around 1845.  In 1848, he apprenticed as a 

draftsman under Conrad Martens, considered to be the colony’s most talented artist.   

 

In 1853, Willis became a surveyor and draftsman for the Surveyor General’s Office of New 

South Wales.  In this role, in addition to the present map, Willis created a Map of New South 

Wales (1871); The Harbour of Port Jackson, New South Wales (c. 1870); County of Bathurst 

(1869); as well as a fascinating thematic map, the Cereal Map of New South Wales (1871).  

However, his grandest topographical print was his enormous panoramic view, The Harbour 

of Port Jackson & City of Sydney drawn from nature by James A.C. Willis (c. 1870). 

 

Willis’s true passion was the creation of landscape drawings and paintings, almost always 

taken on the spot.  It seems that his training as a surveyor informed and improved his work 

as, referring to one of his paintings, he remarks, “every prominent point and height and depth 

was determined by the theodolite”.   Willis was one of the founders of the NSW Academy of 

Art and, in 1871, was elected as one of its directors.  His peers saluted Willis’s “admirable 

pictorial contributions to the late work published on the colony” and he exhibited five 

watercolours at the academy’s first exhibition in 1872: The Gap at the Kurrajong, View of 

Bondi , View in North Devon , The Lady Chapel at Exeter Cathedral and Crossing the Ford .  



The Provenance of the Present Example  

 

The present example of the map has a fine provenance, having once been in the collection of Geoffrey Chapman 

Ingleton (1908 - 1998).  Ingleton served in the Royal Australian Navy from 1922 to 1936, and worked as a 

draftsman for the Australian Hydrographic Office, from 1940 until 1973.  He was also an accomplished writer and 

maritime artist who wrote and illustrated many books.  Over many years, Ingleton assembled one of the largest and 

finest collections of maps and sea charts of Australia and New Zealand ever assembled.  He sold his collection at 

auction in 1991 and 1992.  The present map bears Ingleton’s catalogue stamp and number (no. 10392) on the linen 

verso. 

 

A Note on Rarity  
 

The present map is very rare.  We cannot trace any other examples of the 1867 state as appearing on the market 

during the last generation; and of all the states of the Willis map, we can trace only a single example of the 1868 

state with sparse colour as appearing on the market during the same period.   We note only 4 institutional examples 

of the 1867 state, all of which are in Australia (National Library of Australia; State Library of New South Wales; 

Historic Houses Trust of New South Wales; Royal Australian Historical Society).  All of the other states of the 

map are also rare. 

 

References: Tooley, Printed Maps of New South Wales, no. 148; National Library of Australia: MAP F 109; 

OCLC: 219799794. 

 

4.000 EUR 

 

 

 



6. 

 

José Francisco DA SILVA (c. 1854 - 1938). 

 

GOA – PANJIM / PANAJI, INDIA: 

 

India portugueza. Planta da cidade de Nova-Gôa, 1888. 

 

[Nova Goa:] Imprensa Nacional, 1888. 

 

Lithograph with original wash colour (Good, fine original wash colour; even toning to map area and some matte-

burn to blank margins; old, but even, false folds with no loss; printed on brittle paper with some small separations 

starting at folds, chipping with loss to negative space in blank margins), 45 x 61 cm (18 x 24 inches). 

 

A very rare, large format and separately issued official plan of Panjim (then officially Nova Goa, today 

officially Panaji), the capital of Portuguese India, drafted by the future authority on colonial affairs José 

Francisco Da Silva, and printed in Nova Goa by the Imprensa Nacional. 

 

This is one of the finest printed urban plans of the Portuguese colonial era to have been published in India, being 

the 1888 official plan of Panjim (then officially Nova Goa, today officially Panaji), the capital of Goa and the 

headquarters of all Portuguese operations in Asia.  Panjim was then a stately town of elegant official edifices, 

churches and squares.  The city is today the bustling centre of Goa, an Indian state that is one of the country’s 

biggest tourist destinations.   

 

The note in the lower-right corner of the map reads: ‘Copiada na Direcção das Obras Publicas em Nova Gôa aos 2 

de outubro de 1888 pelo desenhador José Francisco da Silva’ [Copied under the Direction of the Public Works 

Department in Nova Goa on October 2, 1888 by the designer José Francisco da Silva].  Based on the most 

authoritative and recent official sources, the map was drafted in Nova Goa by José Francisco da Silva, an energetic 

Portuguese naval officer who later distinguished himself as a foremost authority on colonial affairs.   

 



While most sources attribute the map as having being printed in Lisbon, perhaps owing to the fact that it bears the 

seal of the Sociedade de Geographia de Lisboa, in reality, the map was published in Nova Goa, at the Impresa 

nacional office (which is marked on the map).  Moreover, The nature of the printing, the original wash colour and 

the paper used all accord with the style contemporary Indian printing, in sharp contrast to the mode of map 

publishing in Portugal.  The Lisbon Society seal is merely present to indicate that the map met with the high 

uniform standards as proscribed by that organization, and as such that it could be considered as the authoritative 

official map of the city.  

 

The map embraces the entire city and its immediate surroundings in great detail.  It shows Nova Goa facing the 

Rio Mondovi, on its northern and western flanks, with quays for boats lining the waterfront.  Within the urban 

area, all streets and squares are labeled, while all building blocks and major edifices are outlined and bathed in an 

original resplendent blue wash.  The key, in the lower right, employs numbers to identify 27 key buildings and 

sites: 1) Court house; 2) Telegraph office; 3) Police Station; 4) Public Works Office (where the present map was 

drafted); 5) Bazaar; 6) Revenue Office; 7); Jail; 8) Governor-General’s Palace; 9) Principal Church; 10) Santa Inez 

parish church; 11) Mosque; 12) City Hall; 13) Customs House; 14) Imprensa Nacional (government printing house 

where the present map was published); 15) Military Headquarters; 16) Professional Club; 17) National School & 

Library; 18) Military Hospital; 19) Medical School; 20) Pagoda; 21) Cow’s Head Fountain; 22) archbishop’s 

Palace; 23) Phoenix Fountain; 24) point for maritime signal flags; 25) Pharmacy of the Military hospital; 26) 

Ruined Former Archbishop’s Palace; 27) Luis I Gardens (today the Jardim Garcia de Orta). 

 

Panjim: A Better Capital for Goa  

 

Historically, the Panjim (Portuguese: Pangim) was a small village at the mouth of the Mandovi River that figured 

little in key events.  During the 15th Century, The Bijapur Sultanate founded the original city of Goa ten kilometers 

up river, which soon developed into an important commercial centre.  The river provided excellent access to the 

sea, while the site was sheltered from direct maritime attack and the full brunt of the monsoons.   

 

In 1510, Portugal conquered Goa city and the surrounding region, making Goa into the largest and most important 

European-dominated city in in Asia.  Through the rest of the 16th and the first half of the 17th Century, Portugal 

utterly dominated the Indian Ocean and Far East Trade, which was overseen by the Viceroy of Goa, who 

exercising considerable autonomy, was one of the most powerful men in Asia.  The city was immensely wealthy 

and featured  

 



 

the largest and finest European-style buildings in Asia.  By the early 18th Century, the city of Goa’s population had 

swelled to over 200,000.  However, a series of plagues and epidemics struck Goa, decimating its residents.   

 

In 1759, the viceroy decided to relocate to Panjim (officially named Nova Goa), which, blessed by sea breezes, 

was seen to have a far more healthful location.  Goa, which became known as ‘Velha Goa’ (Old Goa) and 

remained the de jure capital, although its population declined to only 1,500 by 1775, making Panjim the centre of 

the colony in everything but name.  Panjim formed the appearance of stately and ordered town, more or less 

dedicated to government services.  In 1843, the Portuguese crown officially made Nova Goa the capital, moving 

what remained of the official entities in Velha Goa to the city.  

 

Nova Goa continued to develop, and by 1888 it had formed a coherent urban area, the nucleus for the rapid growth 

that would occur during the 20th Century.  Nova Goa would remain the capital of Portuguese India until 1961, 

when Goa and all of the other Portuguese holdings on the Subcontinent became a part of the Republic of India.  

Today Panjim (Panaji) is the capital of the State of Goa, and while the downtown still maintains the street plan and 

many of the edifices depicted on the present map, the city has since far outgrown its 1888 limits, with a population 

today of 120,000.  

 

José Francisco da Silva: Leading Authority on Portuguese Colonial Affairs 

 

José Francisco da Silva (c. 1854 - 1938) was a professional naval officer who became a respected authority on 

Portuguese colonial affairs.  Da Silva joined the Portuguese Navy at a young age and, in 1872, is recorded as being 

stationed in Angola.  He was an accomplished draughtsman, and was charged with creating and correcting charts 

for the navy.  His first printed chart is recorded as Costa occidental d'Africa: provincia d'Angola: bahia das 

Salinas (Lisbon, 1885), which he made in conjunction with his colleague Francisco Diogo de Sá.   

 

Da Silva was later posted to Goa, where, in addition to his normal naval duties, he drafted maps for the local 

department of Public Works.  In addition to the present map of Nova Goa, he published a map of one of the 

colony’s other main centres, Planta da villa de Mapuçá (Nova Goa, 1888).  Da Silva was progressively given civil 

administrative responsibilities in Goa and became known as an energetic problem-solver in a bureaucracy that 

generally suffered from inertia.  His superiors noticed his exceptional initiative and he was promoted to the rank of 

Captain and reassigned to Lisbon.  His presentation to the Portuguese Colonial Conference of 1901 was considered 

to be a tour de force, leading him to be made a full professor of colonial studies at the Escola Naval, as well as 

serving for a time as the Chief of Staff to the Portuguese Minister of External Affairs.  

Following his departure from the government, Da Silva continued to teach at the Escola naval and remained active 

in various colonial and public works projects, such as writing a book on Angola, Sobre a economia d'Angola 

(Porto, 1914) and drafting a map illustrating a plan to redevelop the port system of the Algarve, Portos e barras do 

algarve: Comunicação ao congresso regional Algarvio (Lisbon, 1914). 

 

A Note on Rarity 

 

The present map is very rare.  We can trace only 3 institutional examples (Biblioteca nacional (Lisbon); 

Bibliothèque nationale de France; and Harvard University); and we cannot find any sales records for the map going 

back 30 years.   

References: Avelino Teixeira Mota, Cartas Antigas Da India Existentes Em Portugal (Séculos Xviii, Xix E Xx), 

No. 174 (p. 80-1); Biblioteca Nacional de Portugal: Cc-962-A.; Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Département 

Cartes et Plans, Ged-1025.  

 

2.500 EUR 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. 

 

John William NORIE (1772 – 1843).  

 

SOUTH AFRICA – CAPE OF GOOD HOPE: 

 

A Chart of False Bay, surveyed by Order of Rear Admiral Stopford Commander in Chief at the Cape of Good 

Hope, by P.W. Gawthorpe, Master of His Majesty’s Ship Lion, 1812; To which is added Table Bay, Cape Town 

and its Environs. Drawn principally from Dutch and English Surveys, By J.W. Norie 1819. A New Edition. [on 

same sheet as:] The Southern Coast of Africa from Saint Helena Bay to the First Point of Natal.  

 

London: [Norie & Wilson], 1860. 

 

Copper engraving (Very Good, some light toning and tiny closed marginal tears), 98 x 66 cm (38.5 x 26 inches). 

 

Extremely Rare – a fine example of John William Norie’s chart of the Cape of Good Hope, the first complete 

scientific survey of this critical stretch of coastline and the finest and most influential sea chart of the early 

British era in South Africa. 

 

This exquisite sea chart focuses on South Africa’s Cape of Good Hope and represents the first complete scientific 

survey of this critical stretch of coastline.  Largely predicated on surveys conducted by the Royal Navy shortly 

after Britain conquered the Cape from the Dutch (in 1806), it was edited and published by John William Norie, one 

of the British Empire’s leading chartmakers, whereupon it served as the authoritative chart of the Cape for much 

for the early British colonial era.  The chart was first issued in 1819; however the present example is a later, 

updated edition, issued in 1860.  All editions of the chart are extremely rare.   

 

The upper three-quarters of the chart sheet features the main chart which encompasses all of the Cape of Good 

Hope peninsula, including Cape Town and the broad sweep of False Bay.  The shorelines are precisely delineated 

through advanced trigonometric methods, while the seas are adorned with copious nautical information, including 

bathymetric soundings, anchorages and the locations of navigational hazards.  The onshore topography is carefully 

portrayed, noting all major points of elevation and headlands, while all towns and roads are featured.  A trio of 



compass roses aids practical navigation, while the composition is completed by an inset chart of Simon’s Bay; a 

view of the Green Point Lighthouse; and a pair of coastal profile views.  

 

The chart of the Cape of Good Hope is principally based on surveys conducted in 1812 by Master Peter W. 

Gawthorpe of the HMS Lion, an officer who had undergone advanced training in nautical surveying, recently 

passing his hydrography examination at the Admiralty’s Hydrographic Office.  Gawthorpe employed the latest 

equipment and the most advanced techniques to produce what is a world-class survey, and a dramatic improvement 

upon the hitherto best chart of the area, Captain Joseph Huddart’s A Plan of Cape Bona Esperance with False 

Bay (London: Laurie & Whittle, 1794) . 

 

Gawthorpe undertook his surveys upon the order of the Royal Navy’s Commander-in-Chief at the Cape, Rear 

Admiral Robert Stopford.  Stopford held this endeavor to be of the highest priority.  The Cape of Good Hope was 

both one of the World’s most important waypoints for shipping, re-victualing ships on their progress between 

Europe and India, Australia and the Far East.  The Cape was also a notorious shipping hazard that often ensnared 

vessels whose commanders maintained an imperfect knowledge of its nature.  Moreover, in 1806, Britain had 

conquered the Cape Colony from the Dutch, and a precise blueprint for safely navigating to and from its most vital 

centre was integral to Britain’s designs to consolidate her power in Southern Africa, a region that was to become a 

lynchpin of her empire.  

 

The lower quarter of the chart sheet features a chart of the southern coasts of South Africa, The Southern Coast of 

Africa from Saint Helena Bay to the First Point of Natal, an extremely detailed work, predicated on the latest 

surveys and soundings.  The passage from the Cape around the end of Africa was incredibly arduous on account of 

the extremely powerful Agulhas Current, which flows from the northwest along the coast.  The present chart 

represents a notable improvement upon the hitherto best chart of the passage, William Heather’s A New and 

Improved Chart of the Cape of Good Hope, the Mozambique Passage & c. (London, 1796), of which Norie had 

played a major part in drafting, in his former role as Heather’s chief assistant.  

 

The first edition of the Norie chart of the Cape of Good Hope was printed in 1819, and was reissued, seemingly 

unchanged from the original, in 1827.  The present ‘New Edition’ was first published in 1832, with the present 

issue being printed in 1860, bearing the line, to the lower right of the title, ‘Additions 1860’.  We are also aware of 

 

 



an 1837 edition, noted as ‘Corrected to 1835 & 7’.  As the chart is extremely rare, the exact number of editions is 

unknown. 

John William Norie & the Heather-Norie-Wilson-Imray Dynasty  

John William Norie was the protagonist of one the most esteemed and longest-running chart making enterprises in 

history, the Heather-Norie-Wilson-Imray dynasty, which had its roots in the 1760s, and still operates to this very 

day.  The founder of the dynasty, William Heather (fl. 1765-1812), established his business in 1765 as a publisher 

and dealer of sea charts and nautical instruments near the offices of the East India Company, under the sign of the 

‘Little Midshipman,’ where he succeeded the venerable firm of Mount & Page.  The business was later to become 

known as ‘the Naval Academy’ and ‘Navigation Warehouse,’ with premises at 157 Leadenhall Street, London, a 

location it would occupy for the next 85 years.  The company became so well known that it was synonymous with 

maritime navigation in popular culture, even being and referenced by Charles Dickens in Dombey and Son.   

Upon William Heather’s death, the business was taken over by his trusted lieutenant, John William Norie (1772 - 

1843).  Norie was of Scottish decent, although he was born in Wapping, near the docklands where ships arrived 

from India.  He joined Heather’s employ as an apprentice in 1797, but due to his unusual talent and drive was soon 

running much of the firm’s operations as the elderly Heather slowed down.  In particular, Norie was a superb 

draughtsman who gained great popularity as a teacher of navigation techniques and the manner of using charts.  

Mariners who enjoyed his always sold-out lectures were happy to buy his charts, growing the firm’s clientele.  

Upon taking over the company in 1812, Norie was also able to maintain Heather’s unrivalled links with naval 

offers, EIC and merchant mariners, who brought fresh charts and intelligence to his shop directly from Asia.  

Norie, who had limited financial means in a capital intensive industry, made a clever deal with the wealthy 

amateur enthusiast George Wilson, who bankrolled Norie, but left him with the sole management of the firm, plus 

generous compensation.  

Norie brought the business to new heights, in particular taking advantage of the explosive growth of Asian and 

Pacific navigation.  He utterly dominated the market for charts of India, Australia, Southeast Asia and the Far East, 

and even positioned himself to be one of the main vendors for charts published by his public sector rival, the 

British Hydrographic Office.  

John William Norie died in 1843, and the business was continued under the auspices of the Wilson family, who 

renamed the firm Norie & Wilson, although the day-to-day operation of the enterprise was run by Norie’s hand-

picked associates.  The firm maintained Norie’s high standards and many of its late helmsman’s projects were 

continued, producing further additions of his fabulous charts, such as the present chart of the Cape of Good Hope. 

Norie & Wilson remained a leading chart maker for the remainder of the 19th Century, before merging with the 

rival firm of James Imray in 1899, thus becoming Imray, Laurie, Norie & Wilson.  That firm remains a key player 

in the chart business to the present day, thus preserving 250-year old dynasty. 

A Note on Rarity 

The present chart is extremely rare.  We can trace no other examples of chart, in any of its editions, as having 

appeared on the market during the last 30 years.  Moreover, we can locate records of only 2 institutional examples 

of any of the editions.  We cannot locate any references whatsoever to the present 1860 edition.  While most large, 

separately-issued working sea charts are rare, with most copies having perished due to use at sea, the Norie chart of 

the Cape of Good Hope may be especially rare, as charts of such important, high traffic shipping areas were most 

heavily used, so further increasing their casualty rate.  

References: N /A – No references to present 1860 edition.  Cf. [Re: 1819 Edition:] J.W. Norie, Directions for 

Sailing to and from the Coast of Brazil, River Plate, Cape of Good Hope, &C. (London, 1819), p. 52 [see also 

P.W. Gawthorpe’s related ‘Sailing Directions…’ within same publication, pp. 16-19]; R.V. Tooley (Ed.), ‘Printed 

Maps of Southern Africa and its Parts’, Map Collector's Series (1971), No. 223 (p. 29); [Re: 1837 Edition:] State 

University Of Victoria (Australia): Maps 572.8 Aj 1837 / Oclc: 871367685; [Re: Admiral Stopford’s Orders to 

Gawthorpe to Conduct the Surveys:] George Mccall Theal (Ed.), Records of the Cape Colony 1793-1831 Copied 

for the Cape Government, from the Manuscript Documents in the Public Record Office, London, Vol. Iii [March 

1811 to October 1812] (London, 1901), p. 433.  
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8. 

 

Karapet J. BASMADJIAN (1864 - 1942).  

ARMENIA – PROPAGANDA / INDEPENDENT STATE OF ARMENIA: 

Arménie, revendications arméniennes dressée par K. J. Basmadjian. 

Paris, 1919. 

Lithograph with original outline hand colour and original stamped additions (Excellent condition), 26 x 44 

cm (10 x 17.5 inches). 

A rare map depicting the maximal territorial claims of the short-lived First Republic of Armenia (1918-20), the 

first independent Armenian state since the Middle Ages, published in Paris in 1919 by the prominent Armenian 

historian and independence activist Karapet J. Basmadjian. 

This rare and fascinating map was published in Paris in 1919 by Karapet Y. Basmadjian, the prominent Armenian 

historian and independence activist, to depict the maximal territorial claims of the First Republic of Armenia, the 

first independent Armenian state since the middle ages, which lasted only from 1918 to 1920.  The map appeared 

at a critical time in the long history of the Armenian civilization, when it was enduring the unimaginable tragedy of 

the Armenian Genocide (1915-23), punctuated by the evanescent hope of regaining its first independent state in 

over 500 years.  The map was devised by Basmadjian in the early months of 1919, in the wake of World War I, as 

a propaganda device for the fledgling Armenian state to advance its territorial claims in the run up to the Treaty of 

Sèvres (August 10, 1920), during which the Western Allied powers were expected to demarcate the country’s new 

boundaries. 

The crudely, but charmingly, lithographed map takes in the western two-thirds of Anatolia and all of the Caucuses, 

and shows Armenia’s maximal claimed boundaries, expressed by a yellow line.  This relatively vast territory 

embraces the core area in the Caucuses around Yerevan (the capital), Lake Sevan and Mount Ararat; and then  



reaches far westwards to include much of eastern Anatolia, taking in Lake Van, Diyarbakir, the eastern Taurus 

Mountains, as well as a long strong of coast on the Black Sea, extending past Trabzon; plus a window on the 

Mediterranean at the Gulf of Alexandretta (Iskenderun), being the historical region of Cilicia.   

To be clear, these boundaries represent the Armenian lobby’s ‘wish list’, as even the most optimistic of their group 

knew that they would never be awarded all of this territory, as many of the central and eastern areas had far larger 

Kurdish and Turkish populations than Armenian.  Moreover, even at the height of their contemporary success, the 

Armenians only controlled the northeastern extremity of this territory, around Yerevan and Lake Sevan.  However, 

the Armenians could base their claims on historical precedents, as it could be definitely proven that the Medieval 

Armenian kingdoms occupied all of these lands at some point in the past.  All major topographical features are 

marked, as are Armenia’s preferred names for regions and major cities and towns.  A few names of regions have 

been added in stamped ink, presumably immediately after the lithographed map came off of the press. 

The (Brief) Rise of an Independent Armenia 

The Armenian Civilization is one of the great cultures of the Near East, and it has occupied a variety of different 

territories during its long history.  At its height, the ancient Kingdom of Armenia Major, which existed from 321 to 

428 AD, occupied a vast swath of territory from the Levant to the Caspian Sea.  Following that time, the Armenian 

territory was invaded and dissected into different parts.  The independent Bagratid Kingdom of Armenia existed 

from 884 to 1045 in what is now modern day Armenia and Eastern Anatolia.  From 1198 to 1375, the Armenian 

Cilician Kingdom (sometimes referred to as ‘New Armenia’) flourished in what is now the southeastern coastal 

region of Anatolia.   

From 1375 to 1918, the Armenian civilization was entirely occupied by foreign powers.  The terms of occupation 

tended to be very oppressive, forcing a large portion of the Armenian population into exile, whereby many 

individuals achieved great success in intellectual and commercial pursuits.  In the generations up to World War I, 

the majority of the traditional Armenian territories were under Turkish domination, as ‘Ottoman Armenia’, while 

the northeastern areas were under the rule of Russia, so-called ‘Russian Armenia’.  During this same period, Paris 

became the most important intellectual centre of the Armenian diaspora, home to key figures such as Karapet 

Basmadjian. 

World War I and its immediate aftermath marked a period of unparalleled tragedy for the Armenian people.  As 

the ailing Ottoman Empire began to collapse under the weight of the conflict, the Turkish leadership targeted the 

Armenian people as a scapegoat for their own frustrations.  Beginning in 1915, and lasting until 1923, the Turkish 

imperial and post-imperial regimes murdered over 1.5 Armenians in what had become known as the Armenian 

Genocide.  

However, out of the tragedy and chaos appeared, albeit fleetingly, rays of hope that Armenia could regain its 

independence after almost 550 years.  By late 1917, the Ottoman Empire was in a state of collapse, unable to 

control even its core territories in Anatolia.  Meanwhile, the October Revolution in Russia caused the collapse of 

the Czarist Regime, and as the Bolsheviks were preoccupied with gaining control over Russia, a power vacuum 

developed in the former empire’s peripheral territories, such as Armenia. 

The Armenian independence movement on the ground was led by the Armenian Revolutionary Front (ARF or 

Dashnaktsutyun), which managed to gain control over most of the former Russian Armenia by the early months of 

1918.  The ARF civilian political command, the Armenian Council, declared the creation of the (First) Republic of 

Armenia in Yerevan on May 28, 1918.  For the very first time since 1375, Armenians governed their own 

sovereign state.  While the new nation only controlled 70,000 square kilometres of territory, a small fraction of the 

historical Armenian lands portrayed on the present map, it was hoped that this would be the basis for further 

territorial gains in the period following the end of World War I. 

Meanwhile, the leading members of the Armenian diaspora in France, Britain and the United States, stepped their 

efforts into high gear.  Awareness and sympathy had developed in the West for the suffering of the Armenian 

people due to the genocide at the hands of the Turks.  Many Armenian leaders believed that there was now a 

receptive audience for the Armenian cause, and so set about to educate Western policy makers on the historic 

claims of the Armenian people and their contemporary challenges. 



By the beginning of 1919, it was well known that the fate of Armenia’s territorial claims would be decided by the 



Western powers at a treaty conference, likely to be convened at some point in 1920.  The Armenian exile leaders, 

including Karapet Basmadjian, prepared numerous well-researched newspaper articles, essays and pamphlets, 

along with a handful of maps that advanced the Armenian position, all geared towards convincing the Western 

powers to grant the most favourable possible terms to Armenia. The present map was a key aspect of this public 

relations exercise, as it educated Westerners as to the extensive historical territory of the Armenian civilization.  

Even if it was conceded that there was no realistic way that the independent Armenian state would gain all, or even 

the majority, of the territory designated on the map, even the reward of a large minority of the land would 

represent a great leap forward.   

The Armenian public relations campaign proved to be a resounding success.  At the long-awaited conference, 

which manifested itself as the Treaty of Sèvres (August 10, 1920), Armenia was awarded 174,000 square 

kilometres of territory, expanding it holdings westward to include Lake Van, Erzerum and a lengthy coastline 

along the Black Sea, including the key port of Trabzon.  While falling far short of Armenia’s maximal claims, it 

was more than enough territory to form the basis of viable nation.   The support of U.S. President Woodrow 

Wilson caused the proposed treaty state to be referred to as ‘Wilsonian Armenia’.Unfortunately, the dream was not 

to be, as the terms of the Treaty of Sèvres were never realized.  Moreover, the First Armenian Republic was 

plagued by internal problems and external enemies, the consequences of living in ‘rough neighborhood’.  The 

Turks managed to regroup from their earlier implosion and managed to regain control of eastern Anatolia, 

including the Armenian-designated lands extending from Lake Van up to Trabzon.  Meanwhile, the Soviet Red 

Army successfully invaded the territory of the Republic.  Thus, the first independent Armenian nation since 1375 

lasted barely 2 years.  The Soviets formally incorporated the northeastern Armenian lands into the Armenian 

Soviet Socialist Republic in 1922.  The Armenian people would have to wait another 69 years, until 1991, to 

regain their own independent state (on roughly the same territory as held by the Frist Republic). 

Karapet Basmadjian: Intellectual Advocate for an Independent Armenia  

The author of the present map, Karapet J. Basmadjian (1864 – 1942), was a leading Armenian exile intellectual 

and activist for the cause of his native country.  It should be noted that his biography is sometimes difficult to 

research in Western European languages, as his name had been transliterated from Armenian into Latin script in a 

bewildering variety of ways, such that he is often alternatively known as ‘Garabed Basmadjian’, ‘K.Y. 

Basmadjian’, ‘K.Y. Bamachian’, and even ‘Bamachean’. 

Basmadjian was long an outspoken and unabashed advocate of Armenian independence and as a result found 

himself no longer welcome in either Ottoman or Russian controlled Armenia, and was thus based in Paris for most 

of his life.  

He was a historian, archaeologist and numismatist of estimable reputation, with most of his works focusing on 

research that revived and confirmed the significance of the historical Armenian kingdoms and their origins.  These 

include Inscriptions cunéiformes vanniques de Manazgert (Venice, 1897); Lewon V. verjin T‘agawor Hayots‘ 

(Paris, 1908), a work on King Leo V, the last ruler of the Cilician kingdom; Les Inscriptions arméniennes d'Ani, de 

Bagnaïr et de Marmachên (Paris, 1931); and Manuel de numismatique orientale de l'antiquité et du moyen age 

(Paris, 1932-6), amongst others. Even more prominent than his scholarly works, however, were his patriotic tracts 

and maps that justified the reestablishment of an independent Armenian state with ample territory, predicated on its 

historical grandeur.  His defining text in this regard was Le Droit arménien depuis l'origine jusqu'à nos jours, 

mémoire présenté au congrès international d'histoire comparée (Paris, 1900).  During World War I, as the notion 

of an independent Armenia emerged as a reality, Basmadjian was one of the protagonists of the Paris-based group 

of Armenian intellectuals lobbying the Western powers to back their cause.  In addition to the present map, he 

produced two other cartographic works that supported historical Armenian claims, Carte de l'Arménie ancienne 

(Paris, 1916) and Carte de Cilicie et ses environs (Paris, 1918).  Even long after the collapse of the First Republic 

of Armenia, Basmadjian worked tirelessly to reassert Armenian self-determination. 

A Note on Rarity 

The present map is very rare.  It was issued both separately and folded within a pamphlet advocating Armenian 

treaty claims, Avédis Aharonian & Boghos Nubar’s La Question arménienne devant la Conférence de la paix 

(1920) [Paris: February 12, 1919].  We are aware of only a single separately-issued example of the map and 8 

examples of the pamphlet in institutions; while we can trace no sales records for either the separate map or the 

pamphlet.   

References: Bibliothèque nationale de France, GED-7436.  
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9. 

 

[Charles GÉLIS, Charles Marie Napoléon de BEAUFORT d’Hautpoul (1804 - 1890) et al.] 

 

LEBANON: 

Carte du Liban d'après les reconnaissances de la brigade topographique du corps expéditionnaire de Syrie 

en 1860‒1861, dressée au Dépôt de la Guerre étant Directeur le Général Blondel sous le Ministère de S.E. Le 

Maréchal Comte Randon. 1862. 

Paris: Lemercier & Cie. for the Dépôt de la Guerre, 1862. 

Lithograph in colour (Very Good, lovely original colour, some wear along old horizontal centre fold and vertical 

fold to left side), 94 x 70 cm (37 x 27.5 inches). 

Very Rare – the first edition of the most important single map in the history of Lebanon, being not only the first 

scientific map of country, predicated on surveys conducted by French military topographers during their 

Lebanon-Syria Expedition (1860-1); but also the document that literally defined the notion of ‘Greater 

Lebanon’, the basis for the creation of modern Lebanon in the wake of the 1919 Paris Peace Conference. 

This excellent separately issued, large-format map is inarguably the most important single map in the history of 

Lebanon.  Not only is it the first scientifically accurate map of the country, but it is also the seminal document that 

defined ‘Greater Lebanon’, outlining the modern borders of Lebanon, demarcated in the wake of the Paris Peace 

Conference of 1919.  The map embraces all of what is today Lebanon, extending slightly into the adjacent parts of 

modern Israel and Syria; while additionally showing the road to Damascus and the city itself.  The portrayal is 

extremely accurate, as careful hachuring expresses the extreme gradations in elevation of the Mount Lebanon and 

Anti-Lebanon ranges, along with the numerous interceding valleys, while major points of elevation are expressed 

in metres; and the seas, bodies of water and rivers are expressed in blue.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



As described in the ‘Signes Conventionnels’, in the lower right, the map employs red symbols to identify cities, 

towns, villages, Christian monasteries, mosques, fortified places, windmills, aqueducts, as well as intermittent 

black lines to demarcate the limits of districts, which are likewise labelled with their names.  Additionally, lettered 

‘Abréviations’, are employed to identify the locations of ruins, springs, well, tombs, and mills, among other 

facilities.  Major roads are likewise marked (railways had not yet been constricted in the region), while some towns 

feature both their names transliterated from Arabic, plus their former Biblical or Classical names.   

Importantly, while the present map does not precisely demarcate boundaries for Lebanon, it clearly suggests 

expansive, extended boundaries for what would become known as the ‘Greater Lebanon’ model, a factor that was 

to make the map into a highly important, even transformational, document nearly 60 years after its creation.  

The table in the lower right, the “Tableau statistique indiquant la population des districts du Liban”, gives the 

demographic statistics of Lebanon.  It notes the populations of Greek Orthodox, Greek Catholics, Druze, Shiite 

Muslims, Sunni Muslims, Jews and Maronites.  The total population is recorded as 487,600, of which Maronites 

accounted for 208,180. 

Historical Context: The French Intervention & the Creation of Modern Lebanon 

The concept of modern Lebanon arose out of the Ottoman Emirate of Mount Lebanon, a jurisdiction which existed 

between 1516 and 1841, and which consisted only of the territory of today’s central Lebanon, as its boundaries 

ended just to the north of Sidon and just south of Tripoli, and extended inland only as far as the heights of the 

Mount Lebanon range.   

The region has a highly complex history, and was home to several large communities, being Maronite Christians, 

Orthodox Christian, Druze, Sunni Muslim, Shiite Muslims, Jews and Alawites.  By the 19th Century the region had 

become ‘Balkanzied’, as mutual resentment between some of the communities, long suppressed by the Ottomans, 

began to overflow into open ethnic warfare.  The increasingly tired and cash-strapped Ottoman regime could spare 

few troops to police the region. 

The Emirate of Mount Lebanon collapsed in 1841, when conflict between the Druse and the Maronites Christians 

brought down all sense of order.  After the violence was calmed, the Ottomans divide the Emirate in half, north-

south along the route of the modern Beirut-Damascus Highway, with the northern part reserved for the Christians 

and the southern for the Druze.  This arrangement soon proved inadequate, as large populations of both 

communities lived on both sides of this artificial line.   

In 1858, a revolt of Maronite peasants exacerbating tensions between the Druze, on one side, and Maronite 

Catholics, Greek Catholics and Greek Orthodox, on the other.  In what became known as the Mount Lebanon Civil 

War, from March to July 1860, the Druze massacred 10,000 Christians in Lebanon, while from July 9-18 of the 

same year, Sunnis in Damascus torched the Christian Quarter of the Syrian capital, killing many of its residents.   

France was, by both tradition and treaty, was the official ‘protector’ of Christians in the Ottoman Empire.  France 

was then ruled by Emperor Napoleon III (reigned 1852-70), who, like his uncle Napoleon Bonaparte, has an 

endless appetite for grandiose foreign adventures.  While Napoleon Bonaparte’s campaigns in the Levant had 

ended in failure, Napoleon III desired to redeem the glory of France in the region and to defend the right of the 

Christianity in this territory so close to the Holy Land.   

Napoleon III organized an expedition to Lebanon and Damascus, with the reluctant consent of the Ottoman Sultan, 

whose forces had completely lost control over much of the region.  On August 16, 1860, a French force of 6,000 

landed at Beirut under the command of General Charles Marie Napoléon de Beaufort d’Hautpoul (1804 - 1890), a 

seasoned veteran of conflict in the Arab world.  

Beaufort’s mission was to contain the Druze, stabilize the region, and to create an enduring political arrangement 

under which the Christians could live safely under some form of autonomy.  True to Napoleonic tradition this was 

not only to a military expedition, but also an enlightened, civilizing endeavour, as the French army was to be 

accompanied by scientists, archaeologists and cartographers, who were to collectively create a comprehensive 

academic appraisal of the land and it natural and human attributes. 

The cartographic aspect of the mission was headed by Captain Charles Gélis, who led teams that made advanced 

systematic, trigonometric surveys of the countryside, representing the first time that Lebanon had ever been 

accurately topographically mapped.  The French benefitted from the fact that they could employ the coast as  



reliable baselines for their surveys, as the littoral had been precisely surveyed for the British Admiralty in the wake 

of the Napoleonic Wars.  The French ingenieurs-geographes were perhaps the best in the world as this sort of 

rapid, but highly accurate, surveying, employing the most advanced equipment and most innovative techniques.  In 

addition to the present map, their contemporary mapping in locales as diverse as Mexico, Algeria and Vietnam are 

testament to their masterly skills.  

The French army brilliantly succeed in their mission, fanning out all over what is today Lebanon, subduing unrest, 

and then into Syria to pacify Damascus.  Gélis’ surveying teams closely followed the army and went to great pains, 

often at considerable physical risk, to create a complete and accurate projection.  Indeed, the topographical 

mapping rendered on the present map is one of the finest examples of military topographical surveying in an active 

war theatre conducted anywhere in the world during the mid-19th Century.  

Meanwhile, in Paris, the representatives of France, Britain and the Ottoman Empire met to come up with a political 

solution, to be enacted once the French expedition had pacified the country (as it was expected to do).  This 

agreement, called the Règlement Organique (Mount Lebanon), was ratified on September 5, 1860.   It called for 

the creation of an autonomous Christian-ruled region within the Beirut Vilayet, called the Mount Lebanon 

Mutasarrifate.  This jurisdiction was to contain most of the territory of the former Emirate of Mount Lebanon, save 

the city of Beirut, which was to be governed separately under imperial rile.  

The French expeditionary force remained in Lebanon until June 1861, when it had secured the immediate security 

of the Christian population, and had ensured that the Règlement Organique would be enacted.  The Ottomans 

formally created the Mutasarrifate on June 9, 1861, appointing an Armenian Christian, Daoud Pasha, to be its first 

governor.  The new jurisdiction was to have a population that was 80% Christian (58% Maronite), and this 

guaranteed that faction dominance within the area for the next three generations.  

Fast forward to Word War I (1914-8), when the Ottoman Empire progressively collapsed.  The Mutasarrifate 

likewise fell apart, whereupon a great famine killed almost half of its residents.  The famine motivated the 

Lebanese Christian leadership to up their game towards saving their society, while the suffering of their people 

sparked great sympathy in France.  The Lebanese Christian leaders and France both come to believe that the ideal 

solution was for Mount Lebanon to be given ownership of more land, and specifically more fertile land, be 

territories along the coast and in the Bekaa Valley.  This concept became known as “Le Grand Liban” (Greater 

Lebanon).  In the run up the Paris Peace Conference (1919), which would determine the fate of the region, the 



Lebanese intellectuals Bulus Nujaym and Albert Naccache, built an intellectual case for the creation of their new 

entity.   

 

Notably, Nujayim dusted off his decade-old book, La question du Liban (1908), in which he advocated for the 

creation of Greater Lebanon.  Significantly, he cited the present map as being the document that should define the 

borders of a future Lebanese state.  While the map does not precisely define the boundaries of Lebanon, it does 

roughly indicate where those expansive borders should by run.  In this vein, he declared that the map “predicted 

the nation instead of just recording it.” 

 

On October 27, 1919, the Lebanese delegation to the Paris Peace Conference, led by Maronite Patriarch Elias Peter 

Hoayek, presented the Lebanese case in a memorandum, which included a copy of the present map as historical 

evidence in support of a ‘Greater Lebanon’.  The French government took great interest in the report and another 

edition of the map was issued in Paris in 1919, featuring the suggested boundaries and most of the topography 

unchanged from the original, but updated to include “Mise au courant des chemins de fer en 1913” [Railways 

updated to 1913] and “Les principales voies de communication ont ete portees en rouge d'apres les cartes anglaises 

et la carte Hubert (Fevrier 1919)” [The main lines of communication are marked in red according to the English 

maps and the Hubert map (February 1919)] (It should be noted that, in the interim, an edition of the map was 

issued in 1915 in Berlin by the ‘Auftrage der Kartogr. Abt. des Stellv. Generalstabes’ [German Army General 

Staff]; however, this edition of the map was intended for potential military use (which never transpired), as 

opposed to political utility).  

 

The Paris Peace Conference (1919) did not define Lebanon’s borders, but left trusteeship of Lebanon and Syria 

and its mutual boundaries to be matter decided upon by the Frecnh government.  France was included to support 

the creation of Greater Lebanon; however, the Hashemite rulers of Syria claimed much of the hoped-for Lebanese 

territory and rose in opposition to French rule, in what was known as the Franco-Syrian War (March-July, 1920).  

France handily won the conflict and took control over all of both Lebanon and Syria.  On August 24, 1920, French 

Prime Minister Alexandre Millerand wrote the Lebanese Christian leadership: “Your country’s claims on the 

Bekaa, that you have recalled for me, have been granted. On instructions from the French government, General 

Gouraud has proclaimed at Zahle’s Grand Kadri Hotel, the incorporation into Lebanon of the territory that 

extends up to the summit of the Anti-Lebanon range and of Hermon. This is the Greater Lebanon that France 

wishes to form to assure your country of its natural borders.” 

 

France subsequently created the mandate of Lebanon with the ‘greater’ borders based on those suggested by the 

present 1862 map.  This seemed like a major victory for the Christians, as their county gained ownership of Beirut, 

Sidon, Tripoli and the lush Bekaa Valley.  These boundaries would be preserved upon Lebanon’s independence in 

1943, and then right up to the present day.  However, fatefully, it ensured that the new country would only be a 

minority Christian, leading to civil conflict in the generation to follow.  

A Note on Rarity 

The present original 1862 edition of the map is very rare.  We can trace examples in only 4 institutions 

(Bibliothèque nationale de France; British Library; U.K. National Archives; and the Huntington Library) and only 

2 references to the map in sales records from the last generation.  It is worth nothing that the 1915 Berlin and 1919 

Paris editions are also rare. 

References: British Library: Cartographic Items Maps S.T.L.67; Huntington Library: 623567; U.K. National 

Archives: FO 925/2897; OCLC: 557927713; Haim Goren, ‘Sacred, but Not Surveyed: Nineteenth-Century 

Surveys of Palestine’, Imago Mundi, vol. 54 (2002), p. 100, fig. 10; Carol Hakim, The Origins of the Lebanese 

National Idea: 1840–1920 (2013), pp. 66, 83-7, 95, 260.  Cf. Gary Patrick Kavanagh, The French Expedition to 

Syria in 1860: A Case Study of Imperialism During the Second Empire (1976). 

 

2.500 EUR 

 

 

 

  



10.  

 

PROPAGANDA / WORLD WAR II / ROMMEL’S AFRIKAKORPS: 

 

Anon. 

 

Rommel Persigue a los Ingleses en el Africa del Norte. [Rommel Pursues the English in North Africa]. 

 

[Fascist Spain], July 1942. 

 

Colour off-set printing (Good, some wear along old folds, printed on very fragile paper, some minor chipping and 

loss to blank margin in upper left), 59.5 x 83.5 cm (23.5 x 33 inches). 

 

A fantastic large-format propaganda broadside, or ‘wall newspaper’, made to celebrate the exploits of German 

General Erwin Rommel, the ‘Desert Fox’, and his Afrikakorps, printed in Fascist Spain in July 1942, before 

the pivotal showdown at El Alamein had been decided.  

 

This wonderfully designed large-format propaganda broadside, or ‘wall newspaper’, celebrates the Western Desert 

Campaign (1941-3) of Lieutenant General Erwin Rommel, the ‘Desert Fox’, considered to be by far and way to 

best World War II German military commander and the only Nazi officer who was internationally esteemed.  

While ultimately unsuccessful, the exploits of his Afrikakorps in North Africa, often undertaken against 

numerically superior adversaries, are today the stuff of military legend.  The broadside was printed in the Castilian 

language, as part of a series of pro-Axis propaganda wall newspapers issued in Fascist Spain.   

 

A masterpiece of persuasive art, the broadside shows a full length portrait of General Rommel, labelled, ‘El 

guerrero victorioso, mariscal Rommel, en su automóvil de Campania durante la batalla’ [The victorious warrior, 

Marshal Rommel, in his campaign vehicle during the battle’], while the silhouette of a palm tree harkens the exotic 

nature of the Maghreb.  To the right are a series of photographs of battle scenes and captions all designed to 

portray Rommel as lion and his Afrikakorps as all-conquering heroes.  No mention is made of the fact that the 

contest between Rommel and the Allies was largely a hard-fought stalemate; here one gains the impression that the 

Germans were effortlessly mowing down the opposition.   

 



The lower part of the composition features a map of the military theatre extending from Benghazi, Libya over to 

Alexandria Egypt, marking key battle points, notably the Siege of El Tobruk and the epic showdown at El 

Alamein.  Arrows show the progress of Rommel’s army, for the east to the west.  

 

Erwin Rommel’s Western Desert Campaign 

 

The Western Desert Campaign (1941-3) was a German initiative to dominate North Africa and to cut-off and 

conquer British Egypt.  Although it ultimately proved unsuccessful, the Germans gave the Allies a run for their 

money, and when this poster was printed in July 1942, it looked quite possible that Rommel might break through 

the last British lines of defence, taking the vital city of Alexandria, upon which the rest of the Egypt would fall like 

dominos.   

 

In the winter of 1941, the British army had successfully beaten back Italian attempts to invade Egypt from their 

colony of Libya.  The Italians were then on the back-foot and feared a successful British invasion of Libya.  The 

German responded by sending a small, but highly trained, army known as the Afrikakorps to Libya with the 

intention of not only defending Libya, but also attacking British-Allied positions in Egypt.  Lieutenant General 

Erwin Rommel (1891 - 1944) was by far and way the most talented German general, but Adolf Hitler despised and 

feared him, so decided to banish him to this far-away campaign.  

 

The Afrikakorps quickly engaged the far larger British-Allied forces, led by Rommel’s arch-nemesis and mutual 

admirer, General Bernard Montgomery.  The Germans pinned the Allies down at the Siege of El Tobruk (April 10 

to November 27, 1941), in far western Libya, whereupon the Allies withstood a siege of 241 days, before Rommel 

moved westwards into Egypt.  The Allies tried, on numerous occasion to destroy the Afrikakorps with superior 

numbers and firepower, but every time Rommel slipped way only to head ever closer to Alexandria.  This earned 

Rommel the nickname, the ‘Desert Fox’.   

 

At the beginning of July 1942, Rommel’s forces arrived at El Alamein, Egypt, only a short distance east of 

Alexandria.  There they fought a fierce, nearly month-long battle (July 1-27), which ultimately proved 

inconclusive.  The present broadside was made in the middle of the First Battle of El Alamein, when the outcome 

was unclear, and when it still seemed quite possible that that Rommel would be able to take Alexandra.   

 

As it would happen, that autumn, the Germans and the Allies enjoined another showdown, the Second Battle of El 

Alamein (October 23 – November 11, 1942), whereupon the Allies scored a decisive victory.  While Rommel 

escaped to fight another day, Germany’s plans to dominate North Africa were in ruins.  Nevertheless, Rommel’s 

skill and tenacity in the face of overwhelming odds won him enduring admiration from friends and foe alike.  

 

The present work was one of a series (no. 22) of an unknown number of broadsides published in 1942 in Fascist 

Spain to extoll Axis military achievements.  During much that year, the Axis powers, in both Europe-North Africa 

and Asia, generally had the advantage over the Allies, so such propaganda seemed credible.  Printed in Castilian by 

an unknown publisher, the broadsides were intended for a Spanish audience.  While Spain, ruled by the Caudillo 

Francisco Franco, was technically neutral during World War II, Franco was an open admirer of Nazi Germany, and 

the two nations had collaborated on military affairs prior to the war.  Famously, in 1937, at Franco’s behest, the 

Luftwaffe bombed the Basque town of Guernica, an atrocity immortalized by Pablo Picasso’s eponymous painting.  

While we have not been able to trace the identity of whoever was behind the publication of these wall newspapers, 

German agents based in Spain probably sponsored the series.  Germany wanted the Spanish public to remain pro-

Axis, so that Franco would be less likely to succumb to what was intense Allied pressure to switch sides.  

 

700 EUR 



11. 

 

CARTOGRAPHIC PROPAGANDA / WORLD WAR II / JAPANESE EMPIRE: 

 

Anon. 

 

La bandera victoriosa del Japón ondea sobre el Pacífico. [The Victorious Flag of Japan Flies over the Pacific]. 

 

[Fascist Spain], December 1942. 

 

Colour off-set printing (Good, some wear along old folds, printed on very fragile paper), 59.5 x 83.5 cm (23.5 x 33 

inches). 

 

A magnificent large-format propaganda broadside, or ‘wall newspaper’ made in December 1942, during World 

War II, to celebrate the conquests made by Japan across the Asia-Pacific region, published in Fascist Spain. 

 

This brilliantly designed, large format propaganda broadside, or ‘wall newspaper’, was issued in December 1942 

to celebrate the impressive conquests that Japan had made during the early stages of World War II in the Pacific 

Theatre.  The work was issued in the Castilian language in Fascist Spain, likely sponsored by an unknown agent of 

the Nazi German government, Japan’s key ally.  The focus of the work is a powerful map that shows the entire 

theatre of the war, extending from India, across East Asia, and then all the way over to the west coast of North 

America.  Japan enjoys the pride of place, with bright arrows branching out in all directions, showing the paths and 

targets of Japanese conquests and attacks.  Indeed, by this time, Japan had vanquished all British, American and 

Dutch positions in East Asia, and was mounting sporadic attacks upon Allied positions as far war as Alaska and Sri 

Lanka.  The red cloud which rests over East Asia shows the extent of Japanese conquests to date, while imperial 

Japan’s ‘Rising Sun’ flag flies over the scene in the upper-left corner.  The balance of the composition is filled 

with photographs and rhetorical text that proclaims how Japan is mowing down its opposition. 

 

Japan & the Early Stages of the Pacific War 

 

Although they had suffered some set backs, in December 1942, Japan was the dominant force in the Asia Pacific 

region, with the Allies, based in India, Australia and the North America, on the defensive.  World War II in East 



Asia, or at least the Japan vs. the Allies element of it, began in December 1941, over a year later than in the 

Western theatre.  Japan famously mounted a successful seek attack upon the U.S. base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on 

December 7, 1941.  From there, Japan quickly found itself at war with the U.S., Britain, Australia and the 

Netherlands.   

 

For the next six months, Japan enjoyed rapid and almost complete success everywhere.  On December 25, 1941, 

Japan conquered Hong Kong from British-Canadian forces.  In January 1942, she conquered Burma and Malaysia 

from the British, and most of the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) from the Netherlands; and the Philippines for the 

United States.  In February, Japan took Singapore, the last major British base in East Asia.  That same month, the 

Japanese air force made a devastating air raid upon Darwin, Australia, and in the following months made air raids 

into the Indian Ocean, striking Colombo, Ceylon (Sri Lanka). 

 

By mid-1942, The Japanese Commander-in-Chief, Marshal Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, planned to expand 

Japan’s realm of control deep into the Pacific, towards New Caledonia, Hawaii and Alaska.  However, Japan had 

become over extended and started to suffer is first major defeats, at the Battle of the Coral Sea (4-8 May, 1942) 

and at the Battle of Midway (4-7 June, 1942).  Japan was relegated to controlling what it had previously 

conquered.  However, in December 1942, the pro-Japanese euphoria of the present broadside would not have been 

considered misplaced, as Japan definitely had the upper hand, with there being little hope of major Allied advances 

anytime soon.  It would not be until 1944 when the Allies inflicted crushing blows, leading to Japan’s ultimate 

defeat in August 1945. 

 

The present work was one of a series (no. 28) of an unknown number of broadsides published in 1942 in Fascist 

Spain to extoll Axis military achievements.  During much that year, the Axis powers, in both Europe-North Africa 

and Asia, generally had the advantage over the Allies, so such propaganda seemed credible.  Printed in Castilian by 

an unknown publisher, the broadsides were intended for a Spanish audience.  While Spain, ruled by the Caudillo 

Francisco Franco, was technically neutral during Word War II, Franco was an open admirer of Nazi Germany, and 

the two nations had collaborated on military affairs prior to the war.  Famously, in 1937, at Franco’s behest, the 

Luftwaffe bombed the Basque town of Guernica, an atrocity immortalized by Pablo Picasso’s eponymous painting.  

While we have not been able to trace the identity of whoever was behind the publication of these wall newspapers, 

German agents based in Spain probably sponsored the series.  Germany wanted the Spanish public to remain pro-

Axis, so that Franco would be less likely to succumb to what was intense Allied pressure to switch sides.  

 

900 EUR 
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Thomas JEFFERYS (1719 - 1771). 

 

QUEBEC CITY / SEVEN YEARS’ WAR: 

An Authentic Plan of the River St. Laurence from Sillery, to the Falls of Montmorenci, with the Operations of 

the Siege of Quebec under the Command of Vice-Adml. Saunders & Major Genl. Wolfe down to the 5 Septr. 

1759 Drawn by a Captain in his Majesty's Army. 

London, 1760. 

Copper engraving (Very Good, strong engraving impression, just a filled worm hole in the upper left blank margin, 

old soft folds), 34 x 50 cm (13.5 x 19.5 inches). 

A fine example of the First State of Jefferys’ map of the Siege of Quebec of 1759, widely considered one of the 

most important printed military maps in Canadian history. 

This fascinating map embraces the environs of Quebec City and was one of the first maps to be printed in London 

following news of the British victory at the Siege of Quebec in September 1759, the fateful showdown between the 

armies of General James Wolfe and the Marquis de Montcalm.  It shows the city and the surrounding topography 

in carefully rendered detail.  All of the main scenes of action concerning the British siege are shown, including the 

abortive attack on Beauport, the British Headquarters at Levis and the site of the decisive Battle of the Plains of 

Abraham.  Interestingly, each vessel of the British fleet, under the overall command of Admiral Saunders, appears 

in pictographic form, with the names of each labeled.  The map was considered to be by far the most authoritative 

geographical depiction of this momentous series of events and was used as the source map for many other 

publications. 

Notably, the map includes a detailed inset of the Battle of the Plains of Abraham in focus, A view of the action 

gained by the English Sepr. 13, 1759 near Quebec, brought from thence by an officer of distinction, as well as 

another inset map entitled Part of the upper river of St. Laurence, showing the area located upriver beyond that 

depicted on the main map. 



The present example of the map is of the first state (of 2).  It appeared within Jefferys’ excellent (and today scarce) 

book, The Natural and Civil History of the French Dominions in North and South America, giving a particular 

account of the climate, soil, minerals, animals, vegetables, manufactures, trade, commerce, and languages ... 

Illustrated by maps and plans of the principal places, collected from the best authorities (London, 1760), opposite 

page 131 (the present example is from this source).  The first state of the map also seems to have been issued 

separately.  The second state of the map is identical to the first, save for a modified imprint in the lower blank 

margin, and it appeared within Jefferys’ fantastic, but financially ruinous, atlas of maps of North American and 

West Indies entitled A General Topography of North America and the West Indies. Being a collection of all the 

maps, charts, plans, and particular surveys, that have been published of that part of the world, either in Europe or 

America (London: Robert Sayer, 1768).  The second state may also have been issued separately. 

The Siege of Quebec (1759): A Turning Point in North American History  

The Seven Years’ War (1756-63) started out badly for Britain, although the tide turned in July 1758, when British 

forces captured the fortress of Louisburg, on Cape Breton Island, the gateway to Canada.  After that point, it 

became an open secret that Britain’s next move would be upon Quebec City, the capital of French North 

America.  In the late months of 1758, and through 1759, discussions about Quebec prevailed in the coffee houses 

and salons of London. 

The British assembled a force of 4,400 men, under the command of General James Wolfe, carried by a flotilla 

under Admiral Charles Saunders.  The British arrived at the Ile d’Orléans on June 27, 1759, and soon set up 

headquarters in Lévis, just across the river from Quebec, and proceeded to besiege the city.  However, the French 

forces, numbering 3,500 men, under the Marquis de Montcalm, were well prepared.  On July 31, a British attempt 

to land forces downriver at Beauport was easily repelled. For the next two months it looked as if the British were 

trapped, frozen in a race against time, unable to find a way to strike the heavily fortified city before winter would 

set in. 

Finally, on the early morning of September 13, 1759, following intelligence, British forces managed to scale the 

cliffs behind the city, forming their army upon the Plains of Abraham.  Ignoring all the rules of military science, 

for unknown reasons, Montcalm, rashly led his force out of the safety of the town and moved to challenge the 

British in a set piece field battle, precisely the kind of combat at which the British Redcoats excelled.  The British 

crushed the French on the field, but the battle was bloody for both sides, and both Wolfe and Montcalm 

perished.  Quebec surrendered to the British on September 18, 1759. 

To make a long story short, the seizure of Quebec demoralized French resistance and severed all connections 

between the interior of New France and the mother country.  Although the British still had much hard work to do 

in order to consolidate their gains, France was to be almost entirely driven out of North America, leaving all the 

continent east of the Mississippi in the possession of Britain.  It is no exaggeration to say that the taking of Quebec 

marked one of the great turning points in modern World history, as it consolidated British domination of Canada, 

and sewed the seeds of the American Revolution.   

Thomas Jefferys: The British Empire’s Leading Mapmaker 

Thomas Jefferys (1719-1771) was by far and away the most important and innovative mapmaker in Britain during 

the critical period leading up to, during and following the Seven Years’ War.  More than any other individual, 

Jefferys was responsible for London’s rise to becoming the World’s leading map-publishing centre, a role it would 

hold at least until World War I. 

While Jefferys made many important contributions to the mapping of Metropolitan Britain, such as sponsoring 

magnificent county surveys, his greatest achievements were the maps he published of Britain’s overseas colonies 

and her military operations during the Seven Years’ War.  His prominence led to his appointment as the 

Geographer to the Prince of Wales (later King George III) and he maintained a privileged relationship with the 

Board of Trade, the Crown body that governed Britain’s American colonies, as well as the Admiralty and the 

Army’s Ordnance Board, so giving him unpanelled access to fresh, ground-breaking manuscript maps and original 

surveys.  Jefferys notably published epic regional maps of America, including the Fry-Jefferson map of Virginia 

(1753), the Braddock Mead map of New England (1755) and William Gerard de Brahm’s map of South Carolina 

and Georgia (1757).  



Jefferys became quite wealthy upon being the first to publish high quality maps of the theatres and sites of action 

of the Seven Years’ War, of which the present plan is a fine example.  Even to this day, Jefferys’ maps are 

considered to be the authoritative geographical and logistical records of the conflict. 

In spite of the outstanding quality and popularity of his publications, Jefferys went bankrupt in 1766, felled by the 

phenomenal costs of his English county surveys.  He was henceforth sponsored by his friend Robert Sayer, 

although Jefferys never regained the same commercial success. 

References: Kershaw, Early Printed Maps of Canada, no. 1016; Phillips, Maps of America, p. 760, Sellers & Van 

Ee, Maps of North America & West Indies, no. 234.  

1.800 EUR 
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Igor SIMONOVITCH (1898 - 1987).  

 

RUSSIA (in Europe) / MYSTERIOUS WORLD WAR II PRINTING:  

 

Carte des Voies de Communication par Terre, par Eau, et par Fer de la Russie d'Europe. Edition de la Section 

des Statistiques et de Cartographie du Ministere des Communications 1913. 

 

Brussels: Privately Published by the Author, February 1943. 

 

Cyan-blue photographic print on photographic paper, with full original hand colour, on 36 un-joined sheets 

(Excellent, sheets are sharp, clean and crisp; sumptuous original hand colour), each sheet: 36 x 30 cm (14 x 12 

inches); if joined would form a map: 210 x 183 cm (82.5 x 72 inches). 

 

The only known surviving example of a colossal 36-sheet map of European Russia (2.1 x 1.8 metres!), produced 

by an unusual photographic technique, augmented by the most exquisite original hand colour, based on a 

special 1913 map made for the Tsarist Ministry of Communications, made in 1943 under mysterious 

circumstances in Nazi-occupied Brussels, by the artist Igor Simonovitch, a White Russian émigré.  

 

This artistic masterpiece is one of the most beautiful, fascinating, unusual and mysterious 20th Century maps we 

have ever encountered.  It a colossal map of European Russia printed on 36 sheets (if joined, 2.1 x 1.8 metres), 

made through a photographic process, and then resplendently hand coloured by Igor Simonovitch, a professional 

artist.  The quality of the production is incredibly high, and the colouring is perhaps the most exquisite we have 

ever seen on any modern map.  The map shows all of the Russian Empire in Europe as it appeared in 1913, on the 

eve of World War I and Russian Revolution (but here supposedly including some more recent ‘modifications’).  

Translated and transliterated into French from the original Russian Cyrillic, according to the title, the map is 

predicated on an unidentified official map made for the Tsarist Ministry of Communications.  In monumental 

scale, the map showcases all aspects of the topography and manmade features of the country, rendering it an 

incredibly sophisticated transport, communications and infrastructure map.  However, the most extraordinary 

aspect of the map is that it was made during the height of World War II, in Nazi-occupied Brussels, Belgium.  

While a great deal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



of mystery surrounds the motives behind the production of the map, circumstantial evidence suggests that it may 

have been made as a strategic aid for the Nazis, who were then, in February 1943, engaged in a massive campaign 

to invade the western USSR.  Simonovitch was a White Russian émigré, and can be assumed to have disliked the 

contemporary Soviet regime that ruled his homeland.  He may have had some motivation to create this incredibly 

detailed and militarily useful map for the Germans, although the details of the matter remain enigmatic.  The map 

is unrecorded, and the present example is the only known surviving example of the map.  

 

To the right of the title, Simonovitch explains something of the production of the map: 

 

‘La presenté carte a été copiée et traduite en français au mois de fevrier 1943, de son édtion originale en langue 

russe exactement que possible par le dessinateur Simonovitch, Igor à Bruxelles en essayant d’exprimer la 

prononciation de noms propres d’après celle qu-ils ont en langue russe.  Il a toutefois été tenu compte de certains 

modifications, subvenues depuis l’époque de son edition originale, ainsi que du changement des noms de localités, 

survenu sous le régime sovietique.’  

 

[Translation: ‘The present map has been copied and translated into French in February 1943, from its original 

edition in Russian, exactly as possible by the draftsman Igor Simonovitch, in Brussels, in an effort to express the 

proper pronunciation of place names according to those that appear in Russian on the original. However, account 

has been taken of certain modifications which have occurred since the time of its original edition, as well as of the 

change of names of localities occurring under the Soviet regime.’]. 

 

The technical and artistic skill by which the map was made is astounding, having certainly required many days of 

exacting labour.  First, Simonovitch would have entirely redrafted the original antecedent map (an unidentified 

Russian ministerial map with Cyrillic text) in manuscript, transliterating the Russian names and translating the title 

and legends to the French language.  Then this map would have been reproduced through a photographic process, 

executed upon glass plates.  The astoundingly large map was then printed on 36 un-joined sheets, which today 

remain in remarkably excellent condition.  While technically demanding, and requiring advanced equipment, the 

process has the advantage of allowing the mapmaker to adjust the size of the plates (and thus the scale and 

resolution of the map), while producing images of exquisite visual quality.  The immediate result was produced in 

printed in black and white on photographic paper.  Upon these sheets, Simonovitch painstakingly applied colour 

pencil with the great skill, in the most resplendent hues.  We have never encountered a map with similar technical 

or artistic qualities. 

 



Beyond its great artistic virtue, the work is an incredibly sophisticated transport, communications and industrial 

infrastructure map.  We have not been able to identify the supposed original on which Simonovitch based the map, 

by it was clearly a special work intended for high-level administrative use by the Tsarist Ministry of the 

Communications.  Indeed, the map is so detailed that, in 1913, it may have been considered too sensitive for public 

dissemination, made in only few examples for the eyes of a select few.  This may explain why the original map 

may not be identifiable today. 

 

Simonovitch’s Map in Focus 

 

The present map embraces all of the European parts of the Russian Empire as it appeared in 1913, reaching 

westward to include much of Poland and all of Finland as being part of its domains, whole the map extends 

eastward a bit into Asia, past the Ural Mountains and the Caspian sea; and down south, past the Black Sea to 

Istanbul and northern Anatolia.  The map is incredibly detailed, yet highly elegant in its presentation of 

information. The topography is precisely expressed, while the ‘Légende’, in the lower left of the map, described 

many of the natural and manmade details depicted throughout.  Track lines denote ‘chemins de fer’ (railways); 

different types of beautiful blue lines represent ‘fleuves navigables’ and ‘Fleuves non navigables’ (navigable and 

non-navigable rivers); degrees of resplendent blue shading is employed to depict 4 different gradations of depths in 

the seas; a stunning green hue is used to depict ‘forêts et bois’ (forests and woods); while various lines mark 

‘chaussés’ (roads), ‘autre routes principales’ (other main routes), ‘lignes de télégraphe’ (telegraph lines), 

‘frontières des gouvernements provinciaux’ (inter-provincial boundaries), frontières d’état (national boundaries), 

‘cables télégraphes sous-marins’ ; while symbols indicate the locations of ‘chef-lieu des gouvernements 

provinciaux’ (provincial capitals),  ‘autre lieux et villes’ (other places and cities), ‘mines de fer et d’anthracite’ 

(iron and coal mines), ‘entreprises métallurgiques’ (metal refineries).  Importantly, labelled directly on the map are 

oil pipelines, including the critical route the transports petroleum from the Caspian to the Black seas.  The 

peripheral areas of the composition feature several inset maps of major cities, including Moscow, Novgorod, Riga, 

St. Petersburg and Warsaw.  

 

 

The Mystery behind the Map’s Creation 

 

The intended purpose of the map and the motive behind its creation remains somewhat enigmatic, although we 

possess some clues towards unlocking the mystery.  Perhaps the best guess is that Simonovitch made this 

incredibly detailed and labour intensive production intentionally for the benefit of the German command.  

Germany was then engaged in a massive invasion of the Soviet Union, being one of the largest military operations 

in world history.  While Germany had just lost the epic Battle of Stalingrad (August 23, 1942 – February 2, 1943) 

to Soviet forces, the Wehrmacht remained committed to the cause of conquering European Russia and the Ukraine.  

The present map depicts a wealth of information that would have been of practical use and high value to German 

military strategists.  While much of this information is current as of 1913, most of these details were still relevant 

as late as World War II, as due to ensuing economic turmoil, not much additional infrastructure was built in 

European Russia in the years between 1913 and 1940.  In Simonovitch’s explanatory note, he suggests that he may 

have materially updated the map with recent details, perhaps so to make it more useful, noting that an “account has 

been taken of certain modifications which have occurred since the time of its original edition”.   

 

It does not seem likely that Simonovitch made this map simply as an artistic conceit under such wartime 

circumstances.  The map could only have been made in a sophisticated photographic laboratory, using expensive 

equipment and scarce photographic paper.  It was no ‘underground’ print, and could reasonably have been made in 

occupied Brussels only with the Nazis’ knowledge and blessing.  While Simonovitch’s wartime allegiances are 

unclear, he may have made the map to assist or to gain favour with the Germans.  The extremely labour-intensive 

nature of its production would have ensured that only a handful of copies (if that) were ever made, and it is not 

known how any examples of the map were disseminated of how they might have been used.  Certainly, the map 

would have been considered fascinating and useful by a senior German officer or administrator, as it is perhaps the 

only extant map of the western USSR that that provides such a wealth of information in a single view.  Indeed, the 

photographic technique the Simonovitch employed had the advantage that the map could be easily reproduced and 

enlarged in whatever size was desired.  Evidently a gargantuan scale was called for here.   

 

The aura of mystery surrounding the map will likely remain, as, needless to say, there are good reasons why 

Simonovitch and the Germans would never have made records concerning the creation or use of the map; 

moreover, they would likely have destroyed any such documentation should it ever have existed.  

 

 



Igor Simonovitch: Russian Émigré in Brussels 

 

Igor Simonovitch (1898 - 1987) was born in Kerch, Crimea, the son of Vsevolod Annibalovich Simonovitch (1858 

- 1941), a senior official in the Tsarist Foreign Ministry.  Simonovich was raised in a bourgeoisie setting, largely in 

Simferopol, until 1920, when the Russian Revolution forced him to flee with his family to Istanbul.  The 

Simonovitch family were active supporters of the former regime and ideological anti-Communists.  Many 

members of the clan, including Igor’s older brother, Serge, fought with the White Russian army.  As a matter of 

conjecture, it is quite plausible the original 1913 Ministry of Communications map, upon which the present map 

was supposedly based, was given to Igor Simonovitch by a member of his family with government connections, 

quite possibly his father. 

 

In 1922, Igor Simonovitch, and his sister Olga, were set to Prague where they studied medicine at the prestigious 

Charles University.  By 1928, the entire Simonovitch clan settled into exile in Brussels, where they would remain 

for the rest of their lives.  Igor became a well-regarded designer and painter, and today his works still appear at 

Belgian auctions.  The present map is a testament to Simonovitch’s aesthetic good taste and skill.   

 

Simonovitch remained in Brussels during the Nazi occupation of Belgium during World War II (1940-45).  We 

have no information on his activities or political affiliations during this time.  It is probably safe to say that he was 

not partial to Joseph Stalin’s Communist regime, and might have looked upon the German invasion of the USSR as 

an opportunity to restore some form of traditional, capitalist society in his homeland.  While not all White Russian 

émigrés felt this way, many did. 

 

After the war, Simonovitch lived another four decades, enjoying a successful artistic career as a member of the 

Académie des Beaux-Arts de Bruxelles.  

 

References: N/A – Unrecorded.  
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WORLD WAR II / SLOVENIAN PARTISAN POSTAL MAP: 

 

[Western Slovenia – Map of the Partisans’ Secret WWII Postal System]. 

 

[Published by an Underground Partisan Press, Western Slovenia, circa 1943]. 

 

Mimeograph with details added in manuscript (Very Good, tine pin holes in edges, original varnish slightly age-

toned, verso age-toned varnish stains and an original Partisan stamp), 71.5 x 65 cm (28.1 x 25.6 inches). 

 

Map of the Secret WWII postal system of the Yugoslavian Partisans in Western Slovenia, printed by an 

underground press hidden deep in the forest. 

 

This is the only known surviving example of an original map of the Yugoslavian Partisans’ secret postal system 

that operated in Western Slovenia during World War II.  The Yugoslavian Partisans formed a complete 

underground military society, organized to fight the Nazi German and Italian Fascist occupation of the country.   

 

Key to their operations was their secret postal system that functioned from 1941 until the end of the war.  The 

present map depicts Western Slovenia, a hotbed of Partisan activity, and home the most advanced of their postal 

networks.  The map was mimeographed at an underground Partisan press, hidden deep in the Slovenian woods.  

The manuscript additions show all of the major postal routes and the dozens of numbered, regular postal stations.  

The Partisan Post was a dangerous business, operating across enemy lines, and the penalty for being caught by the 

other side carrying Partisan letters was often death.   

 

The present map would have been kept top secret and closely guarded, exclusively for the eyes of senior 

commanders.  For if this map, or the information it contained, was gained by the enemy the entire postal system 

would suddenly collapse and hundreds of lives would be lost.  The map comes as part of an archive that also 

includes several original secret Partisan letters that were conveyed on the portrayed postal routes.  

 

8.500 EUR 
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T. Locke LEWIS (c. 1780s - 1852). 

 

MADAGASCAR MANUSCRIPT ARCHIVE WITH MAPS: 

 

“Voyages to Madagascar, also, A History Thereof, during the Reign of Radama and notes made on a voyage 

to the Island of Mombassa in HM Ships Phaeton and Andromache, 1817 and 1825. Part 1st.”  

 

Small 4° Notebook (23.5 x 18.5 cm / 9 x 7 inches): Original Manuscript, 1 f. (Title), 93 pp. numbered and 

handwritten in brown ink on laid paper (watermarked Yeeles & Medhurst 1813), including a table transliterating 

Sorabe script (pp. 88-89) and a chart with a ship’s log (pp. 93-93); 2 ALS (each 2ff.) bound in before Title; folding 

Mss. sea chart of Tamatave Harbour (23.5 x 44 cm / 9 x 17.5 inches), drafted in pencil, inserted between pp. 6 and 

7; 3 ff. of text in brown pen on different paper inserted between pp. 56 and 57, 1 f. of text in brown ink inserted 

between pp. 84 and 85; 1 f. with pastedown newspaper article and tacked on strip bearing Mss. inscription bound 

after text; tipped in large folding Mss. map of Madagascar (36.5 x 44.5 cm / 14.5 x 17.5 inches), in pencil, ink and 

coloured crayon on laid paper (watermarked ‘J. Whatman 1810’); all bound in contemporary red stiff paper boards, 

handwritten title to front cover (Overall Very Good, narrative leaves are generally clean with only slight wear to 

edges of some leaves; covers worn with some loss to spine; Mss. map of Madagascar with some fraying to edges, 

wear and old repairs to old folds). 

 

[Variously Madagascar, Mauritius and shipboard upon the Indian Ocean, 1817 - 1825]. 

 

A highly important original manuscript archive relating to the history of Madagascar, being the original 

firsthand account of the experiences of Lieutenant T. Locke Lewis during the 1817 British expedition to meet 

King Radama I near Tamatave (Taomasina), a critical event that cemented the British-Merina alliance which 

eventually led to the conquest and unification of the entire island; enriched with fascinating details never 

published; illustrated by a manuscript map that is one of the earliest politico-ethnographic maps of the island, 

plus a manuscript sea chart of Tamatave Bay, Madagascar’s premier port, from an original survey; enriched by 

an original manuscript table of the Sorabe (Arabic-Malagasy) Alphabet drafted by the famous British agent 

James Hastie under the supervision of Radama’s chief scribe. 

 



Presented here is a highly important original manuscript archive covering a critical 1817 British diplomatic 

mission to the court of Radama I (reigned 1810-28), the legendary ruler of the Merina Kingdom, who was 

responsible for uniting most of the island under his rule, considered the fonder of modern Madagascar.  The 

archive comes in the form of the original manuscript journal, manuscript maps and other unique elements of 

Lieutenant T. Locke Lewis, a Welsh military engineer, who was one of the members of the British delegation.  The 

British mission was one of he key elements of a British design to gain suzerainty over Madagascar, by materially 

supporting Radama’s quest to unite the island, an so hopefully making him a client of Britain.  This occurred 

during a relatively brief period in the wake of the Napoleonic Wars, when French power in the Indian Ocean was 

at its nadir.  Even as Radama was on his way to dominating Madagascar, the Merina people, who hailed fro the 

island’s central highlands, distant from the coasts, was scarcely known to Europeans.  Indeed, Lewis’ detailed 

accounts of the Merina people comes barely six months after the first recorded European expedition to the Merina 

Court.  

 

The heart of Lewis’ present archive is his manuscript journal, taken during his mission from Mauritius to the 

Tamatave (modern Toamasina) region of Eastern Madagascar, which occurred from June 29 to July 29, 1817.  

Lewis travelled as a member of a British delegation that had as its objective the conclusion of a treaty with 

Radama that would give Britain a formal stake in the internal affairs of the burgeoning Merina Kingdom for the 

first time.  This came at a critical juncture, as at that very moment, Radama was in the process of conquering the 

Tamatave region, which would represent the Merina’s first coastal possession, and their window to the outside 

world.  It was hoped that such an accord could form the basis for strengthening and deepening British involvement 

within Radama’s domains going forward.  

 

Importantly, Lewis’ account contains some of the earliest, and highest quality, first-hand European observations on 

the Merina people, including their physical appearance, dress, economy, social customs, political organization and 

religion.  Of particular note, Lewis includes vivid recollections of two audiences with Radama, providing 

fascinating information on his appearance, behaviour and the nature of his transformative rule.  Notably, Lewis 

provides the best eyewitness account of the singing of the treaty of July 9, 1817, which includes a chilling 

description of an actual ‘Blood Oath’.  Additionally, Lewis was one of the first people to interview those who had 

returned from the first (and so far only) European expedition to Antananarivo, the Merina capital, located deep in 

the interior of Madagascar.   

 

Beyond the journal, highlights of the archive include an original manuscript “Sketch” map of Madagascar, which 

is one of the earliest politico-ethnographic maps of the island.  Also featured is geodetic information, backed by  



calculations that allowed Lewis to approximate the size of Madagascar.  Additionally, the archive includes Lewis’ 

original manuscript survey of Tamatave Harbour, Madagascar’s most important port.  

 

Of great interest in the archive, is the manuscript chart of the Sorabe (Arabic-Malagasy) alphabet that was used in 

Madagascar prior to 1823.  James Hastie, the era’s most significant British figure in Madagascar, drafted the chart 

under the supervision of Radama’s chief scribe.  

 

Lewis’ narrative is written in a fluid and pleasing manner, and reveals him to be a highly observant traveller, 

keenly interested in all natural and human aspects of Madagascar.  Beyond his accounts of the Radama and the 

Merina people, Lewis shows an expert interest in the botany, zoology, anthropology, geography and politics of the 

places he visited on his brief, but action-packed, trip to Madagascar.  His journal has the feel of an Enlightenment 

Era travel work, and written in a neat, almost secretarial hand, it seems that Lewis intended the journal to serve as 

the basis for a full feature printed book.  Indeed, the journal is marked “Part 1st.”, and is supposedly the first 

section of a narrative the originally included Lewis subsequent adventures during his 1824 return to Madagascar 

and, as the title says his “notes made on a voyage to the Island of Mombassa” in the HMS Andromache.  The 

second part now appears to have been lost, yet the present journal is a complete and self-contained work, in and of 

itself.  The present journal was seemingly assembled in 1825, although aspects of the archive definitively date 

from as early as 1817. 

 

While Lewis never published a book, his present narrative served as the basis for an article, ‘An Account of the 

Ovahs, a Race of People Residing in the Interior of Madagascar: With a Sketch of Their Country, Appearance, 

Dress, Language’, published in The Journal of the Royal Geographical Society of London (1835).  While this 

article competently summarizes many of Lewis’ observations upon the Merina people, it omits the richness and 

liveliness of his narrative.  It also does not include any reference to his manuscript maps of the Sorabe alphabet 

able.  Nevertheless, the article is viewed as one of the most authoritative and valuable early accounts of the Merina 

people, often cited in scholarly publications, even to this day.  It should be noted that the first published except of 

Lewis’ Madagascar narrative was a short article within the Hull Packet and Number Mercury (November 20, 

1827), that presented the text of a short paper that Lewis had submitted to the Hull Literary and Philosophical 

Society. 

It is important to note that Lewis’ use of the term ‘Ovah’ refers to Hova.  Hova was commonly used by Europeans 

during the 19th and early 20th Centuries to refer to the Merina people in general.  Technically, the word only refers 

to one of the castes within the Merina society, and so it is incorrect to refer to the Merina people as a whole by that 

term.  

The present archive features one of the earliest and richest European accounts of the Merina people and King 

Radama I, the father of modern Madagascar.  It also presents one of the most valuable insights into the British 

design to gain colonial dominance over Madagascar during the critical period following he Napoleonic Wars.   

 

As far as we know, Lewis present work is the finest and most interesting original manuscript archive concerning 

Madagascar from this era that is not held by an institution.  

 

Historical Background: King Radama & Britain’s Design to Dominate Madagascar 

 

Locke Lewis’ adventures in Madagascar occurred during a brief, but consequential period, during which Britain 

made a concerted effort to back King Radama I in his mission to unite the island under his rule, with the objective 

that Madagascar could be placed under British suzerainty, notably at the expense of France.  The 1817 British 

mission to Tamatave and the resulting treaty was a foundational element of this design, and the present manuscript 

archive is one of the seminal surviving records of this important endeavour. 

 

Madagascar is a truly vast and magnificent land that perhaps mentally should be viewed more as subcontinent than 

as a mere island.  Home to many endemic species of flora and fauna, its human history is likewise extraordinary.  

The Malagasy people possess a fascinating ancestry that is mainly the consequence of Trans-Indian Ocean sailing 

routes than its technical classification as a part of Africa.  The first Austronesian peoples (the Vazimba and Vezo) 

are thought to have arrives in Madagascar around 300 BC.  Arab traders from Oman and Zanzibar followed by the 

7th Century AD.  Beginning the 8th Century, there were great waves of Austronesian immigration (Malays, 

Javanses, Bugis and orang-orang laut).  The 9th Century saw a significant migration of Bantu peoples from East 

Africa.   

 

These origins resulted in a culturally rich and diverse population, such that by the time of the arrival of Europeans, 

in 1500, the Malagasy peoples could be divided into 18 distinct ethic groups, with numerous subdivisions, 

occupying different parts of the island.  Additionally, there were small pockets of Islamic communities along the 

coasts that had maintained their cultural identities.  Due to the immense size of the Madagascar, these ethnic 

groups generally formed their own independent national polities, such that there was no conception of Madagascar 

as being a single socio-political entity.  

 



 

 

Madagascar lay immediately along the main sailing routes between Europe (via the Cape 

of Good Hope) and India and the Far East.  The Portuguese mariner Diogo Dias became 

the first European to set foot on Madagascar, in 1500, and, from that point onwards, the 

island became an important stopover for European vessels, either by design or through 

mishap.  During the 17th Century there were numerous European attempts to found 

permanent settlements on the islands, of which the most notable was the French base at 

Fort Dauphin (Tôlanaro), founded in 1643, at the southern tip of the island.  However, 

none of these settlements endured, as they were abandoned due to a combination of 

tropical disease, Malagasy attacks, and poor logistical support.  While Ile Sainte-Marie 

(Nosy Boraha), located off of the northwestern coast of Madagascar served as the world’s 

premier pirate base, from the 1690s until around 1720, its existence had a limited impact 

on the island as a whole.  

 

The Merina Kingdom, founded in 1540, came to occupy much of the island’s central 

highlands, a land called Imerina, and ultimately became Madagascar’s dominant nation.  

However, for much of the 18th Century, the Merina were engaged in a fierce four-sided 

civil war.  The various Merina factions also fought on-going wars with the Sakalava 

Kingdom, which occupied much of the western and northwestern parts of Madagascar.  

These conflicts wrecked havoc on the island’s interior and made it a ‘no go’ zone for 

Europeans, while the ripple effect made many of the coastal areas unstable.  This 

discouraged Europeans from founding permanent settlements. 

 

However, the King Andrianampoinimerina (reigned 1787–1810), leader of one of the 

Merina factions, successfully vanquished or cajoled his internal opposition, reuniting the 

Merina Kingdom for the first time in three generations.  He then set about modernizing the 

country and its army with the objective of conquering all of Madagascar and uniting it 

under his rule.  He started by subduing the rival Betsileo nation and inflicting heavy 

defeats upon the Sakalava. 

 

Meanwhile, Britain and France were engaged in an epic contest for dominance over the 

Indian Ocean.  Until the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, France maintained 

an edge across the Indian Ocean Islands, and indeed Madagascar itself, where French 

traders were seen to be one step ahead of their counterparts from Britain’s East India 

Company (EIC).  France had a geographic advantage in Madagascar, having colonized the 

relatively nearby islands of Bourbon (Réunion, settled 1665); Isle de France (Mauritius, 

settled 1715) and the Seychelles (settled 1756).   

 

However, the might of Britain’s Royal Navy tipped the conflict in Britain’s favour.  Britain 

seized the Seychelles in 1794 and, in 1810, conquered Réunion and Mauritius.  Upon 

Napoleon’s defeat, in 1814, Britain would gain permanent title to Mauritius and the 

Seychelles, although Réunion would be returned to France.  

 

The (temporary) removal of France as a major power in the Indian Ocean created an 

unrepresented power vacuum that Britain was determined to fill.  In addition to her gains 

in the Indian Ocean Islands, Britain had also conquered the South Africa’s Cape Colony; 

was in the process of consolidating its dominance over the Indian Subcontinent; while 

aggressively expanding into Southeast Asia.  Madagascar now appeared prominently on 

Britain’s imperial radar. 

 

The year 1810 also saw the emergence of two regional leaders who ambitions were to 

align, so greatly affecting the course of events in Madagascar and the greater region. 

 

Upon Andrianampoinimerina’s death, his crown was inherited by his son, Radama I (1793-

1828, reigned 1810-28), a brilliant, ambitious and transformative leader, intent on realizing 

his father’s dream of conquering and uniting all of Madagascar under Merina rule.  

Andrianampoinimerina’s dying wish was that Radama would ensure that the “The sea will 

be the boundary of the rice field [i.e. of his kingdom]”. 

 

Enter Robert Townsend Farquhar (1776 – 1830), a hard-charging figure who spearheaded 

the British designs to gain dominance in Madagascar and the Mascarene islands.  In 1802, 

as a young man, Farquhar was an EIC official on the Indonesian island of Amboina, 

whereupon he mounted a successful attack upon Dutch positions at Ternate.  While Britain 

was then at war with the Batavian Republic, the Governor of Madras was affronted by 

Farquhar’s unauthorized aggression and had him demoted and unceremoniously sent 



home.  Farquhar then wrote a daring letter to Lord Wellesley, the Governor-General of India, defending his 

conduct and lamenting that his zeal in advancing the EIC’s interests was unappreciated.  The gamble paid off, as 

Wellesley admired Farquhar’s chutzpah, and immediately promoted him to become the Lieutenant Governor of 

Prince of Wales Island (Penang, Malaysia), whereupon he served with great distinction from 1804 to 1805.  

 

Upon the British conquest of the Mascarene Islands and the Seychelles, in 1810, Farquhar was promoted to 

become the governor of these islands (Réunion was handed back to France in 1816).  Farquhar was not merely 

satisfied with consolidating British rule over Mauritius and the Seychelles, but had aggressive schemes to make the 

French rule of Réunion a nightmare, while gradually building British suzerainty over Madagascar.  In fact, at one 

point, Farquhar even advocated for Britain to formally colonize and annex Madagascar.  However, this plan was 

vetoed by the Colonial Office as too risky and expensive.  Farquhar had to settle for trying to make Madagascar a 

British client state.  

 

Farquhar was apprised by his agents of the Andrianampoinimerina and Radama I’s campaigns to conquer the 

interior of Madagascar and their supposed desire to take control of the entire island.  However, Radama and the 

Merina people remained an enigma, as no European had ever made a recorded visit to their kingdom, or forged any 

meaningful contact with their representatives.  Farquhar knew, that as in India, the only way for Britain to gain 

suzerainty over such a large area was to gain the active cooperation of a strong and reliable local partner.  In 

theory, Radama, an inarguably powerful personality, who greatly admired European culture and military customs, 

would be the ideal vehicle to advance British interests.  However, more information was needed. 

 

In 1816, Farquhar dispatched an official mission to the Merina capital, Antananarivo, under the leadership of 

Captain Bibye Le Sage (Le Sage’s manuscript account, “Mission to Madagascar” is held at the National Archived 

UK, CO 167/34).  While the mission was a nightmare for those involved, as the majority of Le Sage’s thirty-two 

were felled by tropical fevers, it proved to be a diplomatic success.  Le Sage managed to gain Radama’s trust, such 

that the king agreed to allow his two young brothers, the princes Ratafike and Rahove, to return to Mauritius to be 

educated in the British ways by Farquhar, whom the Merina king considered a kindred spirt, as a bold, visionary 

leader.   

 

This is where Locke Lewis and his friend James Hastie enter the picture.  James Hastie (1786 - 1826) was a British 

infantry sergeant who had extensive experience fighting the Marathas in India.  Upon his reposting to Mauritius, in 

1815, he was a well-regarded, but low-profile soldier.  That was, until he impressed Farquhar with his exceptional 

bravery and skill while rescuing people from a house fire.  Hastie befriended the governor, who recognized him to 

be unusually perceptive, intelligent, and adept at mastering new languages and cultural customs.  Farquhar 

entrusted him to be the guardian of Ratafike and Rahove and their entourage.  The Merina delegation came to 

revere and adore Hastie, and Farquhar knew that he had found the perfect agent to advance his designs in 

Madagascar. 

 

At the end of June 1817, Lewis, as recounted in the present manuscript archive, accompanied Hastie and the 

Merina delegation on what was to be a critical mission to Madagascar.  At that very moment, Radama’s armies had 

descended from the island’s central plateau, and were on the verge of conquered their first coastal region, the area 

around Tamatave (modern Taomasina), a part of the territory of the Betsimasaraka people.  This region was to 

become Radama’s window to the world and the nexus for two consequential audiences with the British, both of 

which were attended and recounted here by Lewis.  

 

During this mission, the Merina delegation that had returned from Mauritius, was reunited with Radama, upon 

which they gave glowing reports of Farquhar, and the British regime in general.  Radama received, with great 

favour and respect, the British party, led by Captain Francis Stanstall, R.N., of the HMS Phaeton, but which also 

including Hastie, Lewis and Mr. Pye, the British agent in Tamatave.  On July 9, 1817, the British became the 

official arbiters of a complex treaty that consolidated Radama’s conquest of the coast around Tamatave.  Not only 

did this mark a watershed moment in the Merina king’s quest to conquer the island, but it gave Britain an official 

role in the internal affairs of Madagascar and the workings of Radama’s court for the very first time.  The 

fascinating details surrounding this accord are vividly recollected here by Lewis.  The Tamatave Treaty was 

proved to be highly consequential, as it underpinned the intense British-Merina relationship that was shortly to 

develop.  

 

While Lewis would return to Mauritius soon after the signing of the Tamatave treaty, Hastie remained in 

Madagascar.  He led an embassy to Radama’s court that proved to be one of the most consequential in the modern 

history of Madagascar.  Hastie’s party arrived in Antananarivo, on August 6, 1817, whereupon he successfully 

gained the king’s trust, leading to the signing of a comprehensive Treaty of Friendship and Commerce, signed 

between Madagascar and Britain on October 23, 1817.  Under terms designed by Farquhar, but ably negotiated by 

Hastie, Britain officially recognized Radama I as the “King of Madagascar”, and agreed to assist him in uniting the 

entire island under his rule.  Britain would supply Radama with an annual stipend in gold and silver, as well a 

constant supply of modern weapons, ammunition and military uniforms.   

 

 



 

However, in return, Britain required Radama to give up the slave trade.  This was a ‘big ask’, as 

that ignoble industry was long the lifeblood of Madagascar’s economy.  Britain had complex 

motives for wanting to ban the slave trade.  It should be noted that while many of the British 

officials were morally opposed to the slave trade, killing the industry would also serve to ruin the 

economy of Réunion, France’s main base in the Indian Ocean.   

 

Additionally, Britain also required Radama to grant Britain extensive trading privileges, at the 

expense of France.  Radama agreed to all of the British requests.  However, it must be noted that 

while the British believed that they had played Radama to their favour, in reality, Radama also 

cleverly played the British.  He seems to have had no intention of abolishing the slave trade, 

merely curtailing its excesses, or at least those visible to the British, while clamping down on the 

trade with France, so satiating Britain’s revanchist inclinations.  Moreover, in the lead up to the 

treaty singing, Radama skilfully played the British off against the French in order to gain the best 

possible deal.  However, under any reading of events, both sides we more than happy with the 

accord. 

As time progressed, Hastie formed an extremely strong personal and professional bond with 

Radama, in effect becoming his consigliore.  In 1820, Farquhar ensured that Hastie was given the 

official title of British Resident in Antananarivo, and from that time onwards Hastie would 

remain by Radama’s side, accompanying him on all of his campaigns.  Radama modernized his 

army with British-supplied weapons, military training and uniforms, utterly overwhelming his 

domestic opposition.  By 1827, Radama had conquered two-thirds of Madagascar, mostly 

realizing his father’s dream.  Even though the island was not entirely under his rule, he was now 

recognized as the ‘King of Madagascar’ and the father of what would become the modern, 

unified nation.   

Meanwhile, the British design to gain influence over Madagascar had come into place brilliantly.  

The British enjoyed a massive boost in trade, in a many places gaining a complete monopoly on 

the exports of Malagasy resources.  Radama had also clamped down heavily on the formerly 

strong French presence, evicting France from many of their bases, relegating them to being 

fringe players in the economy and political non-entities.  While Radama did not actually abolish 



slavery, he ensured that the trade was redirected away from Réunion, crippling that island’s 

economy and French economic interests in the Indian Ocean.  

 

Radama, long a great admirer of all things European, came to follow British models, as 

recommended by Hastie.  Importantly, in 1820, he opened Imerina to the Protestant London 

Missionary Society (LMS), which quickly opened 23 schools in the region, teaching 2,300 students.  

The LMS dramatically improved literacy and did much to ‘Westernize’ the Merina elite and aspiring 

classes.  By 1825, Britain enjoyed immense economic, political and social influence over what was 

becoming a unified state, controlling an ever-growing majority of the island. 

 

However, a series of events were to hail to collapse of the British designs in Madagascar.  Farquhar, 

after over 25 years service in Asia, retuned to Britain.  He was replaced as governor by Sir Galbraith 

Lawry Cole, who while supportive of his predecessor’s policies, did so with far less vigour.  In 

October 1826, Hastie died suddenly in Antananarivo and was accorded the highest funeral honours 

by a grief-stricken Radama.  He was irreplaceable, as no British official in Madagascar would ever 

again exercise anything close to a fraction of Hastie’s power (Hastie’s journal and some of his 

correspondence from his time in Madagascar are today preserved at the National Archives UK, CO 

167/34, and PRO 30/43/89). 

Most importantly, Radama died in July 1828, while only 36 years old.  While at the height of his 

power, he had ruined his health through alcoholism.  Unfortunately for Britain, he was succeeded on 

the throne by his wife Queen Ranavalona I (reigned 1828-61).  Unlike her late husband, Ranvolana 

was a traditionalist and bitterly resented the European influences upon Madagascar.  In essence her 

policies could be described as isolationist, and she sought the make the county self-sufficient, while 

wedded to traditional customs.  She (righty) saw the LMS missionaries as a mortal threat to the 

Merina culture and religion and she believed that the European interference in the island’s economy 

would eventually lead to Madagascar being bled dry of its resources.  She had special scorn for the 

British, and set about systematically deconstructing all that Farquhar and Hastie had built.  Many 

British officials and merchants were expelled from the island, and while they lobbied tenaciously to 

stay, the LMS missionaries were sent packing in 1835.   



Initially, Ranavalona’s polices placed a damper on both British and French operations in Madagascar.  That being 

said, some dissident members of the royal court, as well as some regional rulers, remained partial to the European 

presence.  Consequently, in some isolated cases, British and French trade thrived.  However, over time, the British 

cause in Madagascar stagnated, while the France cleverly regrouped.  They found an ally in the Crown Prince  

Radama II (who would reign as king for only two years, 1861-3), who forged the Lambert Charter (1855) with 

France.  Although this agreement, which gave wide privileges for France, was never implemented, through the 

1860s and 1870s French influence and ambitions in Madagascar grew.  The British were meanwhile preoccupied 

with events elsewhere, namely in South Africa, and did little to contest the French designs in Madagascar.  Franco-

Malagasy tensions led to the Franco-Hova War (1883-96), during which France conquered the island and toppled 

the Merina monarchy, annexing Madagascar as a colony in 1897.  Madagascar would remain a French colony until 

the nation achieved its independence, as the Malagasy Republic, in 1960. 

Locke Lewis’s Narrative: “Voyage to Madagascar in H.M.S. Phaeton, from the 29th June to the 29th July 

1817” 

 

The core of the present archive is Locke Lewis’ fascinating account of his participation in the British mission to 

the Tamatave region of Madagascar in June-July 1817.  The account is written in a sophisticated, but highly 

readable style, generally executed in a neat, almost secretarial hand, but with occasional areas of overwriting and 

corrections.  There are also extensive marginal notes, which seek to clarify points or to provide references to 

relevant passages in scripture or published recent works on European Asiatic voyages, altogether indicating that 

Lewis as extremely knowledgeable and well-read.  Most interesting, are Lewis’ extensive passages in which he 

gives his first-hand accounts of the geographical and natural resources of Madagascar and his experiences with the 

local people, including their behaviour, physical appearance, political-military activity and customs.  Of particular 

interest is his detailed recording of his two audiences with King Radama and his witness to the signing of the 

Treaty of Tamatave.  Lewis also provides a fine account of the first recorded European visit to Antananarivo (in 

1816), as recounted to him by one of the survivors of that expedition.  While clearly maintaining a Western-

Christian bias, Lewis clearly had considerable respect and sensitively for the Merina people and their customs, 

even in cases where his did not agree with their ways and means.  

 

Lewis’ narrative takes the form of a 93-page journal written in daily entries from June 29 to July 29, 1817, plus the 

addition of important inserted documents.  The story begins on June 29 (p. 1), when Lewis, his British colleagues, 

and large Merina delegation departed Port Louis, Mauritius aboard the HMS Phaeton, bound for the port of 

Tamatave, Madagascar.  Lewis gives an extremely detailed account of the Merina delegation, which was headlined 

by King Radama’s younger brothers, the 15-year old Price Ratafike, described as having a “rather an implacable 

disposition” and Prince Rahove, 13 years-old, whose character was described as being “mild and tractable”.  The 

princes’ chaperone was Dremundersheman, described as Radama’s “right hand Man, and his Writer”.  Lewis lists 

all of the 20 other members of the party by name, including “a Dwarf named Rassus” (p. 2).  James Hastie is 

described as the guardian and guide of the delegation.  

 

After an easy passage, recorded in detail by Lewis, the HMS Phaeton anchored off of Tamatave on July 4, 1817 

(p.p. 3-4).  On July 5, Lewis landed in the town, whereupon he was greeted by the “unexpected report” that 

Radama, at the head of an army 20-30,000 strong was encamped at a location only ten miles down the coast.  He 

was supposedly in the vicinity on a mission to capture and punish “Chief Fish” of the nearby village of Yvandou 

for “a misdemeanour”.  While this was true, Radama’s overarching interest was overseeing the conquest of the 

coastal region around Tamatave.  Awkwardly, the British were currently aligned with John Réné, the chief of 

Tamatave, and Lewis’ host, who happened to be the target of Radama’s military expedition.  While Radama and 

Réné had recently agreed on a truce, in order to discuss terms, the situation was tense.  Lewis and his colleagues 

would have to think fast to avoid being burned by what amounted to a conflict of interest (pp. 4-8). 

 

Next, Lewis recounts his participation on trip to visit Radama’s encampment (pp. 8-24).  Accompanied by other 

British officials, Lewis travelled along the coast southeast of Tamatave, first arriving at the village of Yvondrou.  

Yvondrou, the village of the fugitive Chief Fish, was found to be almost completely abandoned.  There the British 

party met Mr. Pye, the local British agent, inside the Chief’s vacated house.  Lewis gives a detailed description of 

house construction in the region and remarks on the fact that the houses all featured sprigs of straw hanging from 

their doorways.  This was held as a sign of submission to Radama’s rule, and would supposedly save the homes 

from being torched by Merina troops.  Lewis and his party then travelled up a river by canoe, whereupon he 

witnessed the ingenious construction of a suspension bridge fording the river by Merina engineers.  They then 

encountered a party of Merina scouts who agreed to escort them to Radama, sending a message ahead to the King. 

 

Lewis’ party arrived at Radama’s camp, whereupon they were greeted by a grand spectacle of 20,000 troops and a 

sea of tents.  Suddenly, “a shout announced the approach of the King”, who met the British delegation in his great 

tent.  A detailed description of Radama is given, showing him to be wearing elaborate French-style military dress, 

seated upon an Indian-style throne.  Radama stated that he was “amicably inclined towards the English and their 

friend John Réné” and “that he had undertaken this journey [to the coast] as a friend of the English and of Mr. 



Farquhar, for whom he had the highest esteem and friendship”.  He also noted the he was there “to punish the 

Chief Damanazac, who had insulted His Majesty’s Representative”.  This refers to the fact that, in 1816, Chief 

Damanazac, a local leader of a region 90 miles inland, had held up Captain Le Sage’s British expedition, agreeing 

only to let him pass if he paid a toll of 50,000 Spanish Dollars.  Réné, an English ally had since then raided 

Damanazac’s village in reprisal.  Radama noted that while he was in the process of conquering the region, he had 

purposefully held his troops back from attacking Tamatave, as he did not wish that town to be plundered, while 

there was some chance of reaching an amicable settlement with John Réné (pp. 24-31). 

 

Upon the conclusion of the audience with Radama, Lewis’ party promptly left the camp, travelling back to 

Tamatave (pp. 31-3).  Tamatave was found to be nearly deserted, as its residents we unclear as to whether or not 

the town would be attacked by Merina troops, in spite of Radama’s assurances.  Lewis likened his encounters with 

the Malagasy people to the scene from a plate within one of the great travel and exploration books, like Cook’s 

Voyages.  

 

In the entry dated July 6, 1817, Lewis provides interesting discourses on the exotic “Vegetables & Plants”; 

“Forests and Fruit Trees”; “Animals”; “Insects”; and “Birds” of Madagascar (pp. 33-6).  Lewis also gives an 

account of the manner of agriculture and diet of the local people.  He notes, “The natives are very fond of drinking, 

even to excess, and of using intoxicating drugs” (pp. 36-8).  

 

Importantly, Lewis gives a detailed description of many of the cultural practices of the Merina people, which are 

amongst the first recorded European observations on the subject (pp. 38 - 48).  He discusses how slavery, the 

“Inhuman Traffic”, is the mainstay of the Merina economy, and that wars are created for the sole purpose of taking 

prisoners of war who can then be enslaved.  He gives a detailed account of the contemporary prices for slaves.  He 

goes on to discuss that the Merina place a high value on precious metals and that “The Ovahs well know the use of 

Money and their love of it is extreme”.  He relates that they also “carry on a trade by barter & by Money; that by 

barter chiefly consists in Slaves, Rice & Cattle which are exchanged for Arms, clothes, ammunition & Money, that 

by money if for Scents, Baubles & the like.”   

 

Lewis claims that there is virtually no civil crime in the Merina Kingdom, but that they are very aggressive in 

wartime situations, such that “In times of peace they commit few trespasses which tends to show the quite 

disposition of the People, but in War all possible plunder is commended and they lay everything to waste”.  He 

describes their love of a game called “Knocks” and then gives a detailed description of the Merina funerary and 

marriage rituals, noting that almost all marriages are arranged.  Polygamy is common, as a man rends to have “as  



 

many Wives as he can support”.  Transportation in Imerina is very difficult, as “Respecting the intercourse 

between the Provinces – there are no roads, the Paths very bad”.   

 

All positions of power in the kingdom is hereditary, although Radama seemed inclined to want to grant privileges 

to Westerners, as he “is anxious to attract Foreigners on any terms as settlers, a want of hereditary claim would not 

be questioned”.  The Merina Kingdom is an absolute monarchy, as the “King prides himself on his Word being the 

Law”.  All laws were conveyed orally, as there was no written legislation.  The King’s local chiefs are responsible 

for organizing the national army, providing and commanding their tribal regiments.  Lewis notes that of the Merina 

troops, “The only object that excites the people to bravery, is a desire to plunder”.  He notes, on good authority, 

that Antananarivo is defended by 20,000 men at arms, with three field pieces, at any given time.  

 

Next, Lewis records a valuable account of the first recorded European expedition to Antananarivo, led by Captain 

Le Sage, in 1816 (pp. 48 - 50).  This account was directly related to Lewis, by one of the few surviving participants 

in the expedition, “Mr. Byrnes, a Gunner”.  Byrnes recalled that the British expedition arrived in Antananarivo on 

December 21, 1816, and remained there until February 5.  The expedition consisted of Le Sage, a doctor, a 

commissary, a naturalist, a clerk, a conductor, and twenty-six soldiers.  Byrnes noted that the Merina capital had a 

population of 8,000 and was located 160 miles form the coast, and 300 miles from Tamatave.  He described the 

land around Antananarivo as being surrounded by rice fields, while the territory between the sea and the capital 

was largely covered in dense woods, with a very healthy climate.  The locals had recently suffered a great 

epidemic of smallpox.  The day after their arrival in Antananarivo, the British party fell ill from a “disease 

producing fainting fits, swellings on various parts of the legs and body, Ague and Fever”.  Only eleven of the 

original party of thirty-two survived to leave the city.  Three more men died on the return sea voyage from 

Tamatave to Mauritius.   Byrnes noted that, as of June 13, 1817, only five members of the original party, including 

himself, were alive and that all were in a “very sickly state”. 

 

Lewis returns to his own observations upon the Merina people (pp. 50-55).  He notes that there is never any 

shortage of food in Madagascar, as the island is so fertile.  People have a very long life expectancy, of around 80 

years, which was about double that in European countries.  While Radama was an absolute dictator, he was a 

benign ruler, who seriously listened to the concerns of his people, remarking that “The native is always admitted to 

the presence of the King to report cases of oppression, & tho despotic [Radama] causes such cases to be 

investigated with care”.    

 

While titles are inherited, there is a meritocracy of some kind, as “No native is excluded from Employment as 

merit meets with due regard”, and that noble birth does not automatically guarantee the King’s favour.  The King 

technically owns all property, but actually respects the de facto property rights of his subjects.  Emigration from 

one’s home district is not generally permitted, and is considered to be a form of treason.  Lewis remarks that while 

the Merina were traditionally banned from using tobacco “on pain of death”, Radama permitted its use, allowing 

his men to smoke it in Tamatave.  

 

Next, Lewis gives an account of James Hastie and his charges, the Merina princes Rafike and Rahove (p. 55 - 61).  

Lewis holds Hastie in very high regard, describing him as “a man firm in his conduct and of the strictest veracity, 

mild and benevolent in his disposition and moreover viewed everything with an unprejudiced eye”.  He notes that 

it was Hastie who supplied him with the first account of the Merina people, noting that “never till this period that I 

have heard of, have ever had any satisfactory information on the Natives who reside in the interior of the Immense 

Island”.   

 

On July 7, 1817, the Princes Rafike and Rahove left the HMS Phaeton and entered Tamatave, wearing the “most 

showy Suits” of European materials, having been supplied by Farquhar and Le Sage.  Local dignitaries greeted 

them in an elaborate ceremony.  Radama was known to be waiting for them at a nearby camp. 

 

On July 8, Lewis conducted a maritime survey of Tamatave Harbour, which is discussed in detail below (pp. 61-

68).  

 

Lewis, in vivid, fascinating detail, recounts the events of July 9, 1817, in which the British delegation was a party 

to an important treaty that formally gave Radama possession of the Tamatave coast, while granting Brian a formal 

role in the internal affairs of Madagascar for the first time (pp. 68 - 75).  This accord marked a watershed moment 

in the history of Madagascar, and here Lewis provides by far the best and most authoritative first-hand account of 

the event.   

 

Lewis recalls that on the morning of that day, he, Captain Stanstall and Mr. Pye breakfasted together in Tamatave.  

The local merchants were assembled and informed of the gravity of the day’s business.  Otherwise, the town was 

quiet, as Radama had ensured that none of his troops entered the town, so as to pay his respects to the locals in 

advance of the treaty that would cede their lands to his rule.  Suddenly, Radama’s messengers arrived with the 

news that the King was ready to receive the British delegation (including Lewis).  

 



A short while later, the British party arrived at Radama’s camp, whereupon they were immediately shown into his 

grand tent.  There they saw Dremundersheman, who, assisted by translators, was preparing to record the upcoming 

“Treaty of Friendship” in triplicate, in Malagasy, English and French.   

 

Upon this occasion, Lewis was seated directly opposite and close to Radama, granting him an unprecedented 

opportunity to provide a detailed description of his physical appearance:  

 

“I set down, in some detail, the features of the King, being enabled to do so from being very near and opposite to 

him.  His nose was much dilated at the nostrils, his complexion between a deep black and copper colour, lips 

broad and prominent, teeth a little black at that part near the Gums, on account of some substance which he had 

used, as I was afterwards informed was for the preservation of them – a slight appearance of beard on his upper 

lip, with a bunch of hairs of some length on his chin; his eyes deep brown colour, and his eye brows and eye lashes 

as well as his hair black”. 

 

To make a long story short, the purpose of the treaty was to establish Radama’s rule over the Tamatave Coast, 

granting the Merina Kingdom access to the sea for the first time.  Britian were to function as the guarantor of this 

accord, granting her a formal role in the internal workings of the Radama’s kingdom for the first time.  Radama 

agreed to allow John Réné to remain the chief of Tamatave, with considerable autonomy, but as a vassal of 

Radama.  He would publicly “acknowledge John Réné as his Brother or Ally, and [they would] pledge to mutually 

assist each other in repelling an external or internal Enemy”.  Chief Fish and Damanazac, the local rulers who had 

offended Radama and the British, respectively, were to be pardoned and forgiven by all parties.  The goal was to 

create a British-backed Pax Merina along this coast. 

 

Perhaps the most powerful passage in the Lewis’ entire narrative is his graphic recollection of the ‘Blood Oath’ 

that was to seal the treaty.  Radama, John Réné, Captain Francis Stanstall and Mr. Pye were all principals of the 

treaty, and were each required “to cut their breasts with a small pen knife”, whereupon they each had to touch their 

blood to all of four pieces of ginger.  They were then each required to eat a piece of said ginger!  Lewis, with 

considerable understatement, remarked, “surely this Oath cannot fail to bind in the strongest manner the 

Engagement just entered into”.  With this gesture, Madagascar and Britain were bound together by blood, which 

was exactly what Governor Farquhar desired.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Radama, wearing a bright red robe, then left his tent and stood upon a hillock.  In a majestic scene, he addressed 

his people as to the treaty and publicly embraced Réné as his “brother”.  The Merina field pieces and the HMS 

Phaeton’s guns then traded salutes.  

 

In another trust-building gesture, Radama asked Captain Stanstall if he would transport a Merina delegation back 

to Mauritius aboard the HMS Phaeton, in order that they could have an audience with Governor Farquhar.  

Stanstall happily agreed to this request (p. 78).  

 

A curious insertion into the narrative (between pp. 84-5) is a leaf noting that, along the coasts of Madagascar, the 

crews of European ships have left many inscriptions upon rocks.  Lewis incudes a copy of a inscription related to 

him by the geographer Lislet Geoffrey, that notes the visit of the VOC ship Veera, which arrived on September 23, 

1632 at the Baye de la Bourdonnais,   

 

Late in the narrative, Lewis provides a detailed account of the importance that the Merina placed upon 

circumcision and the ritual surrounding it (p. 78). 

 

Lewis, aboard the HMS Phaeton, left Tamatave, bound for Mauritius, on July 15, 1817.  On the passage home he 

provides some curious observations upon the Merina religion (pp. 87 - 90).  He notes that “the Holy scriptures & 

Priestly Offices are untied in the Person of the King”, and that the Sun is considered to be the “symbol of the 

sacred fire of the Ever living god”. 

 

Lewis’ narrative ends with a summarily of the HMS Phaeton’s ships log, “Log / Voyage to Madagascar in H.M.S. 

Phaeton, from the 29th June to the 29th July 1817”, which features notes on the weather and daily events (pp. 92-3). 

 

Lewis’ “Sketch” Map of Madagascar 

 

A highlight of the archive is the large manuscript “Sketch of MADAGASCAR”, that while certainly as “sketch” 

nevertheless provides a wealth of fascinating information.  Indeed, the intention of the map is not to provide a 

precise topographical rendering, but to convey information on the ethnographic and political divisions of the 

island, as well as to provide the basis for calculating its overall surface area.  The approximate outlines of the 

island are drafted in pencil, with major coastal headlands and towns marked, notably Tamatave, Fort Dauphin, 

while the northwestern coast is labelled, “This part of the coast not well known”, featuring the “Manzangor Arab 

Settlement”.  This refers to Mahajanga, which since the 1780s, had been home to a community of Indian Muslims, 

and which is today Madagascar’s second most important port.   

 

The major headlands marked on the map include “Cape D’Ambre”; “Foule Pointe”; “Matombagh”; and “Cape St. 

Marie”, which are all laid down on their (as close to possible) correct geodetic locations as set forth by the listed 

astronomical readings of key mapmakers and mariners.  Lewis notes in his narrative that “In laying down the 

principal points of the Island of Madagascar for the purpose of ascertaining its length and Breadth, as well as its 

Superficies; I have availed myself of the observations of M. D’Après Mannevillette, Captain Purvis of the H.M.S. 

Magicienne, Le Gentil, Steel, and those furnished by the Admiralty; assisted by the Manuscript Chart of M. Lislet 

Geoffrey.” (pp. 82-84).  Specifically, he would have consulted the excellent charts of Madagascar within  

Jean-Baptiste D’après De Mannevillette’s Le Neptune Oriental (1775); information from Captain John Brett Purvis 

of the H.M.S. Magicienne, who visited Madagascar in 1818, and would have made contact with Lewis on 

Mauritius; and intelligence from Guillaume Le Gentil de la Galaisière (1725 – 1792), a French astronomer who 

mapped the east coast of Madagascar during the mid-1760s.  Additionally, Lewis had the benefit of an identified 

manuscript chart of Madagascar supplied by his friend Jean-Baptiste Lislet Geoffroy (1755-1836), a Réunion 

native and resident of Mauritius, who was a brilliant geographer, best known for conducting the first scientific 

surveys of those islands.  Upon the British conquest of Mauritius, Lislet Geoffrey become a senior adviser to 

Governor Farquhar, leading to the publication of his excellent chart of the greater region, Carte réduite de 

l'archipel du N.-E. de Madagascar corrigée sur les observations les plus récentes (London: A. Arrowsmith, 1819).  

Other sources include unnamed works by the British chartmaker David Steel, as well as various charts issued by 

the British Admiralty.  

 

Between the aforementioned main headlands, Lewis drew vector lines, in neat, coloured crayon, delineated in an 

effort to calculate the land area of Madagascar.  Showing his calculations, in the lower left, Lewis estimated 

Madagascar’s land area to be “256,730 [square] Miles”, an impressive effort for this time, long before Madagascar 

had been scientifically surveyed.  We know today that Madagascar’s true land area to be 226,658 sq mi 

(587,041 km2).  

 

Lewis, albeit crudely, expresses the ridge of mountains that runs through the eastern side of the island, as well as 

delineating the course of the Betsiboka River, a critical corridor that connects the Imerina Highlands with the 

Mozambique Channel.  

 



Importantly, Lewis’ map provides far more detail with respect to the ethnographic and political divisions of 

Madagascar than is present on contemporary maps.  He notes the current extent of “Radamas Territory”, showing 

the Merina-controlled lands as being within a semicircle encompassing Imerina and a large stretch of the island’s 

east coast, nearly centred upon “Tananarivoux or Tananariva” (modern Antananarivo).  He notes several of the 

island’s ethnographic territories, including the “Ovah District” (Imerina, ancestral homeland of the Merina people); 

“Ankaran” (Antankarana); “Sacalove” (Sakalava); “Baysimesarac” (Betsimasaraka); “Betsiloo” (Betsileo); and 

“Antanozsy” (Antanosy).  Additionally, Lewis designates other territories, such as “Feorain” (Fiheranana), an 

archaic name for a southern part of the Sakalava territory; and “Matatana”, the ‘Land of Death, a stretch of the east 

coast that was especially prone to fatal tropical diseases. 

 

Additionally, the map includes several annotations, in pencil, alluding to locations mentioned in the famous 

account of Richard Drury (1687 – 1743/50), an English mariner who was shipwrecked on Madagascar, remaining 

on the island for fifteen years.  His experience was recounted in a best-selling book, Madagascar; or, Robert 

Drury’s Journal, during fifteen years captivity on that island (London, 1729). 

 

The dating of the present sketch map can be traced to some point between 1818 (the date of the latest information 

to appear on the map) and 1825, when Lewis compiled the present archive.  The map is drafted upon paper 

watermarked ‘J. Whatman 1810’.  

 

Lewis’ Manuscript Sea Chart of Tamatave Harbour (Taomasina) 

 

Also included in archive is a manuscript sea chart of Tamatave Harbour (modern Taomasina), today Madagascar’s 

premier commercial port, finely executed in pencil and folding between pages 6 & 7 of the narrative.  The chart 

was likely drafted by Lewis, who was, after all, a professional military engineer.  The chart is the result of a careful 

survey of the harbour made by Lewis, accompanied by Mr. A. Lewis, the Master of the HMS Phaeton, which took 

place on July 8, 1817.  This survey and the two Lewises’ experiences along the way are recorded in detail in the 

narrative (pp. 61-68).   

 

The “Plan of Tamatave Bay”, drawn to a “Scale of 1000 yards to One Inch” embraces the entire harbour and the 

adjacent coastlines in both directions.  While not a precise trigonometric survey (which would have taken some 

days), the map is a fine and broadly accurate maritime reconnaissance survey done to Royal Navy standards.  It 

features an accurate delineation of the coastlines, numerous bathymetric soundings, the locations of reefs and other 

hazards, the entrances to the harbour, being the “North Channel” and “South Channel”, “The Best Anchorage”, 

and the location of the “Isle aux Prunes”, where the fugitive Chief Fish of Yvondrou was then hiding from 

Radama’s scouts.  The “Reference”, in the upper right, employs letters to identify several key locations: a. Rivulet 

Mannery-a-raze; b. Eminence of Simarohoo; v. Village of Tamatave; o. Point of the Longue du Barachois or 

Landing Place; l. Pointe du Tanion; and y. Village of Yvouline.  A note at the bottom left concerns local ocean 

currents: “N.B. Lieut. Hay R.N. states that the current along this coast sits strong to the Southward during the 

easterly Monsoon.” 

 

James Hastie’s Sorabe Alphabet Table 

 

A valuable and fascinating addition to Lewis’ narrative is a double page manuscript table of the Sorabe alphabet, 

on which appears the descriptive note “This Alphabet was written on Board H.M.S. Phaeton 3d. July 1817”.  

Sorabe is an Arabic-based alphabet by which characters were adapted to the Malagasy language and was 

commonly used throughout Madagascar from the early 17th Century until 1823.  Prior to that time, the alphabet 

was used exclusively by the Antemoro people of southeastern Madagascar before it proliferated throughout the 

island.  It is still disputed by scholars as to whether Sorabe originated from the Antemoro’s contact with Arabic 

traders or with Muslims from Java.  Sorabe takes it name from Arabic sura (writing) and Malagasy be (large). 

 

As Lewis describes in his narrative, the present Sorabe alphabet table was drawn by James Hastie, under the 

supervision of Dremundersheman, King Radama I’s Chief Scribe (whose name is signed in both English and 

Sorabe under the table), while the party was travelling aboard the HMS Phaeton en route from Mauritius to 

Tamatave.   

 

Lewis recalls that Hastie “…drew up for me an Alphabet or the letters that enter into the Madagascar Language 

with a corresponding pronunciation in English, which I have prefixed to this this voyage for the inspection of the 

curious; it is written from right to left and its genuineness may be relied upon as it bears the signature of 

[Dremundersheman] Radama’s Scribe who is written of it” (p. 55). 

 

Below the main Sorabe table is, for comparison purposes, a table of the conventional “Arabic Alphabet”.  Also 

included is the remark: “Note, The Natives write with a pen formed of the fine joint of a Bamboo”. 

 

King Andrianampoinimerina held literacy and the teaching of Sorabe alphabet to be of paramount priority and he 

hired Antemoro scribes to educate all of the members of the court in reading and writing the characters.  This way, 

Radama received tutelage in Sorabe and likewise fostered literacy and calligraphy in the alphabet at his court, an 



endeavour overseen by Dremundersheman.  Ironically, it would be Radama who would be responsible for virtually 

killing the Sorabe alphabet when, in 1823, he ordered that Malagasy henceforth be written in Latin script.  This 

change done at the urging of British missionaries in an effort ‘modernize’ (Westernize) Madagascar. 

 

The Pair of Autographed Letters  

 

The archive also includes two original manuscript signed letters, addressed to Lewis, which are bound in before the 

beginning of the narrative.  The first letter, written by Governor Robert Farquhar, dated Reduit (Mauritius), June 2, 

1821, thanks Lewis for lending him the present journal.  Farquhar writes, “I find it an extremely interesting 

narrative, and view it as a very favorable specimen of your enterprise and literary talent.” 

 

The second letter, by Charles Telfair, dated Bois Cheri (Mauritius) May 21, 1821, thanks Lewis for allowing him 

to make excerpts from the present journal.  Charles Telfair (1778-1833) was an Irish botanist who established both 

the Mauritius and Réunion botanical gardens, and was a leading intellectual figure on the Mascarene Islands.  The 

letters prove that Lewis’ present account of Madagascar was disseminated to key figures in the British colonial 

firmament.  

 

Locke Lewis: Eyewitness to Momentous Events in Madagascar’s History 

 

Thomas Locke Lewis, commonly known as ‘Locke Lewis’, was a Welsh soldier with an extraordinary interest in 

natural history, anthropology and the sciences.  Although little is know of his early life, he was seemingly born 

sometime during the 1780s, the son of Percival Lewis of Downton Hall, Radnorshire, Wales, a member of the 

landed gentry.   

 

Lewis was evidently well educated and broadly knowledgeable, as his sophisticated writing style and his frequent 

references to specific works ranging for the Bible to recent scientific tomes.  Lewis became a lieutenant in the 

Royal Engineers, in 1813, and shortly thereafter is recorded as being stationed on Mauritius, where he gained the 

confidence of Governor Farquhar.  Based in Mauritius for at least a decade, in addition to his 1817 voyage to 

Madagascar aboard the HMS Phaeton, in 1824, Lewis returned to Madagascar and visited Mombasa (Kenya) 

aboard in the HMS Andromache.   

 

Lewis was actively engaged in the vibrant scientific scene on Mauritius, befriending intellectuals such as Listlet 

Geoffrey and Charles Telfair.  Lewis remained continuously engaged in scientific observation and his analysis of 

the hurricanes which struck Mauritius in 1818 and 1824 are recorded (Reid, ‘XV. - On Hurricanes’, Papers on 

Subjects connected to the Duties of the Corps of Royal Engineers, vol. II (London, 1838), pp. 137-208, esp. pp. 

200-5), as is his description of the geology of Mauritius (James Holman, Travels in Madras, Ceylon, Mauritius, 

Cormoro Islands, Zanzibar, Calcutta, Etc. (London, 1840), pp. 176-185). 

 

Lewis seems to have returned to Britain shortly after 1825, whereupon, in 1830, he was promoted to captain, 

working for the Office of Ordnance.  He retired from active service on half-pay in 1833, as seems to have 

dedicated the rest of his life to managing his family land holdings and participating in intellectual and community 

endeavours.  He was an active freemason, a member of church groups and was induced as a fellow of the Royal 

Society in 1836.  In the late 1830s, he is recorded as living in Hull.  In 1840, he was appointed to serve in the 

ceremonial, yet prestigious, role as Sheriff and Deputy-Lieutenant of Radnorshire.  Lewis died in Ibsley Cottage, 

near Exeter, Devon, on November 17, 1852.  His will, probated January 13, 1853, is preserved in the National 

Archives UK (PROB 11/2165/146).  
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Ovahs, a Race of People Residing in the Interior of Madagascar: With a Sketch of Their Country, Appearance, 

Dress, Language’, The Journal of the Royal Geographical Society of London, vol. 5 (1835), pp. 230- 242; T. Locke 

Lewis, [Letter to the Hull Literary and Philosophical Society], Hull Packet and Number Mercury (November 20, 

1827); ‘Manners and Customs. The Ovahs of Madagascar’, The Mirror (January 26, 1836); [Re: Lewis citations 

and historical background:] Gwyn Campbell, An Economic History of Imperial Madagascar, 1750-1895 (2005), 

pp. 143-5; Gwyn Campbell, David Griffiths and the Missionary "History of Madagascar"(2005), pp. 405, 455, 

527-8, 565; Zoë Crossland, Ancestral Encounters in Highland Madagascar (2014), pp. 142, 249, passim. 
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